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As we have been learning in message after message, the work of the cross is far more involved then what many know or are taught today. The cross works a far deeper work in us then what we know, then what we desire and what we are taught.

We have been learning that the cross, not only delivers us from sin, and from Satan, but that it is also able to deliver us from self.  Though we may desire to be delivered from Satan, and though we might desire to be delivered from sin, few are ready to be delivered from self. You see, we hate sin, and we hate Satan but we do not naturally hate ourselves; in fact we cherish self.  Much of ministry today is designed to cause us to feel up beat about self, to hold self in high esteem, and this in fact brings more spiritual damage into our lives then it does good, because it is contrary to God’s Word.


Last week we learned that according to Romans 6: “self”, our “Old man” our “carnal nature” has been done away with by the cross; a message that we are asked to accept and to rest in.  When we realize this we can actually stop are struggling in the Christian life and simply rest in God to do the work that we have been trying to do.


A spiritual principle of ministry is clearly given to us by Christ Himself in John 12-24-25, it is a principle we may not like and one that we might like to avoid but it most certainly is a genuine basis for genuine ministry.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Here is God’s way for genuine ministry, and it is a ministry that comes through death.  The hard kernel of corn, must die, it must be buried and allowed its time of darkness and decay; when it does, when that hard outer shell that thinks it is so precious and useable dies the life within comes forth and bears fruit.

Spiritual fruit always comes through death, it did this in the life of Christ and it does this in our life.  Everything we are, everything we have; all our training, all our education, all our charm and eloquence must die if there is to be genuine spiritual fruit. If we are not willing to allow the Holy Spirit to apply the cross to our lives, we will remain solid and strong in ourselves and therefore will abide alone and give forth no fruit to others.  We must be cracked; we must be broken so that the life of Christ within comes forth. “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” Herein is what prevents genuine ministry and fruit from coming forth, it is love of our self-life, love of our own souls.  If we love our soul life we hold on to it and cherish it and refuse to allow the cross to deal with it, but when we see our selves as Paul saw himself and hate our soul life, we then will allow the cross to be applied and fruit will be the result.


Luke 9 23-25 continues to give rich important light concerning this issue of dying to self:  “And he said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.”

Here again, genuine ministry does not come through my work, or my ability, in fact if I desire genuine, spiritual ministry I must deny myself and take up my cross daily.  What does it mean to take up my cross?  Certainly we are reminded of Christ, for as He was on His way to Calvary, He had to carry His cross. Back in the Roman days, if you saw a man carrying a cross you knew He was on his way to death.  This is what carrying our cross daily means, we are to be willing to deny ourselves and to allow this principle of death to work in each of us. Every day we are to be willing to allow the cross to be applied to our lives. Here again, if we love our soul life and try to hold on to it, we will actually lose it.  Let us learn how to turn from our soulish lives and allow the cross to work its deep work in us so that He might enrich us.


II Corinthians 4:10-12 carries this theme on into Paul’s ministry for you and I. As we can see by these verses ministry was not easy for Paul, and for anyone to think that ministry is easy or should be easy should run to the Lord to have their eyes opened.

Paul’s ministry was full of trouble and tribulation on every side, but he was not distressed or afflicted beyond what he could handle, He was perplexed at times, being confused and feeling like there was no way out of situations, but even still he did not despair, he did not come to the place where he was willing to give up.  He was persecuted and afflicted but he was never forsaken, he was cast down and put down but never destroyed.  Because in the midst of all of this: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus that the life also of Jesus might be manifest in our body.  For we, who live, are always delivered unto death for Jesus sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.  So then death worketh in us, but life in you.”

Here again is the way to ministry, here is how you and I are most used of the Lord, it is the way of difficulty that brings life, for as we bear the cross, as we are willing to die daily, though death works in us, life will work in others.


Please note Paul’s desire and prayer in Philippians 3:10 “That I might know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings being made conformable unto his death.” Note what it requires to be made conformable unto His death, a principle that has been laid down for genuine ministry.  Do we want to know Him?  Do we want to experience the life side of the cross, the resurrection side?  Do we want to fellowship with Him in suffering?  Well, this is what is required of those who truly come into the depth of all that He is.


2 Corinthians 1:8-9 is also most precious and wonderfully fits in to the theme of our message.  Paul’s life was full of tribulation and affliction to the point that he was troubled, put in anguish of heart, burdened with a heavy load even to the point of despairing of life.  Have you ever been here?  It would seem to me from the Word of God and from what we see in Paul, that if you are having a genuine ministry this is exactly where you and I will be.  Paul says: It was a sentence of death working in him so that he would not trust in himself, but would trust in God.  Why so much pain?  Why so much death working in you and me?  Without question such experience will cause you and I not to depend upon self but upon the Lord.


Galatians 2:20 is however, the final verse to close with, that forever reminds us of how all ministry takes place and how each one of us are able to live the Christian life.

“I am crucified with Christ nevertheless I live: yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith on the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Yes, without question we in our selves must be crucified by the work of the cross so that the life we do live is the life of Christ through us.  This, and this way only is the way to life, and to genuine ministry.

