“The Worldly System”
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As we have been learning, Satan is building a world but Christ is building an eternal kingdom.  Christ came to deliver us from this present evil world.  The world is temporary and the world is evil.  The present world system is not God’s, it is Satan’s.  The world is independent of God – The world is in opposition to God.  The world is Satan’s way of pulling men from God unto himself.  Every work, every organization, every attractive thing in this world is Satan’s way of pulling us from God and unto himself.  Therefore, every believer upon observing every thing in this world must be careful, must be on his guard so that he will not be pulled unto the enemy by whatever is in this world, we must always look beyond the thing to the system behind it.

John 12:31 makes it clear that this world is under judgment, a judgment that has been make possible by the work of the cross.

I John 2:17 makes it clear that this world is passing away and all that is within it. 

I John 5:19 makes it clear that the whole world lieth in wickedness.

I Corinthians 2:12 makes it clear that there is a spirit of the world.

I Corinthians 3:19 and I Corinthians 1:21 makes it clear that there is a wisdom of this world but it is a wisdom that God considers to be foolishness.

I Corinthians 7:31 speaks of there being a fashion of this world.  

2 Peter 1:4: 2 Peter 2:20 speaks of the corruption of the world that is here through lust, a ruin or a destruction.

James 1:27 Keep yourselves unspotted from the world.

James 4:4 Expresses that friendship with the world or a fondness for the world is a hostile thing to God.  How many believers there are who have a fondness for the world a fondness that brings us into hostility with God.

Mark 4:19 speaks of how it is the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things that choke the word from being fruitful in a person’s life. This word care means a distraction and therefore implies how the distractions of this world hinder the word working in our lives. How careful we believers must be that we not allow the distractions of this world to hinder the work of the word in our lives.

As we have pointed out a believer is in the world but he is not of the world.  We have to live here and we have to be a part of the worldly system but we do not have to allow it to control and saturate our lives, we do not have to allow it to remove us from the Lord and draw us unto the enemy, and therefore we must continually be on guard.

We are not to love the world and the world is not to love us as is clearly seen in John 17:14-16; John 15:18-19.  Look at John 7:7 also.

The problem with the world is that it cannot possess the Spirit of truth and therefore it can easily be deceived, John 14:17.

In 2 Timothy 4:10 Paul speak of a man named Demas who forsake him because he loved this present world.  I wonder how many Demas’ there might be today, men who could have served but chose not to because of there love of this world and all it offered.

How can we overcome the world, when we have to live in it daily how do we keep from being caught up with it?  I think of ourselves it is impossible, for the world is all we know. This overcoming of the world must be a work of God within us, for if He does not do it there will be no victory, and do also believe that for each of us as we grow it will be different. 

Look at I John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world even our faith.” I John 4:4 is also very appropriate in this regard.

Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Satan wants to use this world to conform you into its mold, he wants to draw you in and place you into the worldly course, but God wants to draw you out, He wants to transform you from the world and draw you unto Himself.

Titus 2:12 “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”

2 Corinthians 5:19  “To wit that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” No doubt about it our Father loves the world, the inhabitants that are of the world, and because He does He has worked to reconcile the world unto Himself through Christ.

There is no question for there is a temporary world and there is an eternal kingdom and the two can never be one, they will always be divided.

John 1:10 “He was in the world, and the world was made my him, and the world knew him not.” If you are of the world you cannot know Him, you will not desire to know Him, the world knows the enemy and walks according to the path of the enemy, not the path of God.  The natural man receiveth not the things of God, neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned, I Corinthians 2:14. The world cannot receive the spirit of truth because the world cannot see Him, John 14:17.

John 17:21-23 shares with us, what is to be our greatest testimony to the world concerning spiritual truth and the reality of Christ from the church?

Galatians 6:14 gives important light that demands our attention concerning this vital topic.  “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” How do you and I truly come to terms with the world system?  We cannot do it without the cross, for it is the cross that has made me dead to the world, and it is the cross that has made the world dead to me. I do not care about this world, because I am dead to it and all that it offers, and this world does not care about me, because as far as it is concerned I am dead to it.
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