“The antichrist and the latter days”

J.W. Sims


When one reads a book or goes to an Internet site he will find a variety of ideas and thoughts concerning the antichrist.  For many years there has been a clear, accepted presentation of the antichrist in regard to when he would come, a view however that may or may not be correct.  It would seem in these latter days as we near the coming of the Lord that there is light that has not been presented and many who had a particular view of the antichrist may be changing their view as time passes.  Though I in no way consider myself an expert on the antichrist nor would I ever say it must be this way alone, I do feel that what I am presenting should be given careful, and prayerful consideration.  


You cannot properly open the book of Revelation and give light without understanding the place and work of the antichrist. “Anti” means against Christ.  It can also mean enemy, therefore when we speak of the antichrist we are speaking of the enemy of Christ, of one who is against Christ.  It is a word that means usurper of Christ’s name and rights.  This antichrist is trying to take the authority of Christ for himself, thus he is in rebellion to Christ.

I John 2:18 tells us that he is coming, that many have already come in these last days.  Therefore, though there is one antichrist, yet there are many.

I John 2:20-26 tells us that those who have an anointing are also those who know the truth, while those who deny that Jesus is the Christ are those who are antichrists.

This is why in my ministry I have always made it essential that people who receive Him receive Him as the Christ. The earthly Jesus was the Heavenly Christ and we must get a hold of this for simply receiving a Jesus may indicate an important spiritual lack in our lives. Those who hear the message must hear

The message that He is the Christ.  I personally think that we have many antichrists in the Church today; sure they have received the Jesus, but they have not received Him as the Christ.  I think there is a serious lack in the proper presentation of the gospel today. Think about it?  What is it that your ministry presents, is it Jesus?  Or is it Christ? To receive a Jesus without receiving Him as the Christ could align men with the spirit of the antichrist.

Note in the passage given how important the anointing is to us concerning staying on track, for those who have the anointing will never be deceived concerning the antichrist, I John 4:1-3 and I John 5:1 should be closely examined. 


When it comes to the antichrist one of his most powerful tools will be his ability to deceive, therefore in these latter days deception is something that we must ever be on guard for, a deception that would cause us to accept false truths, a false message, even a false Christ.

In Matthew 24:4 “watch out” “That no one deceives you,” “claiming I am the Christ” “And will deceive many.”  I believe when the antichrist comes he will express that he is the Christ and will deceive many.  Therefore, we must beware of his coming and what he will be trying to do.

As Matthew 24 continues in verse 23-24 we read:  “Then if anyone says to you, look, here is the Christ! Or there! Do not believe it.  For false Christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

Notice please that the deception of the antichrist will be so intense that he will even be using his signs and wonders to deceive even the elect of God if it were possible to do so.  Therefore, all of the Lord’s children must be spiritually mature and full of discernment for when it comes to the antichrist and the latter days, deception will be the key tool.


Now concerning the coming of Christ and of our being gathered together to Him, notice what we read in II Thessalonians 2:2 “not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.”  Notice please what we need to be on guard for in these latter days before the antichrist and the true Christ comes:  We must be on guard not to be unsettled, shaken, agitated, alarmed, or troubled. Thus we see clearly in these latter days the way we will have a tendency to be if we are not rooted in Christ.

Obviously we Christians are not to become upset or worried as we come into these last days, we are not to be concerned with someone telling us that the day of Lord has already come, we are not as verse 3 reads: “to be deceived by any means.”  Therefore, once again we see that the big problem in these latter days will be in the area of deception as to when the Lord has come. That is because in these latter days the enemy will be looking to deceive people, yes-even Christians.  Don’t worry about what you hear, read or see, don’t listen to those who tell you He has come, saying here is the Christ. The true Christ will not come without the true children knowing it. I believe His true children will know when His coming is near for the Lord will assist in preparing His children.


Now as we continue this passage Paul tells us exactly what will take place before Christ returns:  “For that day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”

Now look at this very carefully and prayerfully to see what it is that we are expected to see before Christ returns.  We are expected to see:

1. A falling away.

2. The man of lawlessness revealed.

Two things that we are to watch for, two things that we are expected to see:  the first is what is referred too as the Apostasy, a grave falling away from the truth of God.  In I Timothy 4:1 we read: “Now that Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith.” Here again is a confirmation that we are going to see a grave falling away of the whole world from the truth of the gospel from the faith of God.  It is important to point out to you that the original Greek language implies here that this will also be seen as a great rebellion.

Now I ask you, are we seeing this today or not?  Absolutely, a falling away from the faith in God, in His Word in the simplicity of Christ is taking place, and we should expect it to grow worse.  What we are seeing today is a Biblical fulfillment of the Word and must take place before the return of Christ.  Also, implied is a time of rebellion, well, have you ever seen more rebellion in this world than what we see taking place right now?  We live in a rebellious world; our children are becoming increasingly more rebellious showing us that the next generation after us will absolutely be out of control. So now we know that one of the first big signs concerning the coming of Christ is here.


The second thing we will see is the man of lawlessness revealed.  Now dear friends this is very important and is something different than what most Bible teachers are teaching today.  Bible teachers and denominations all over the world are saying that the church will be taken out by rapture before the antichrist comes, and as clear as Paul can make it right here Christ will not come until after the antichrist has been revealed.  Again, may I remind you that we must be on our guard for the key tool of the antichrist is deception, and I contend that even within the church today we have already been deceived into thinking that we will not see the antichrist. This is very important for it has thousands of the Lord’s children not looking for an antichrist, but looking for the true Christ to rapture them out of this world.  If I am right on this passage than there are thousands of the Lord’s children, or those who think they are children who have been taught and prepared to receive the antichrist and all his lying wonders as if he is the Christ and the result of that can only be an eternal tragedy.  Oh! How we must ask the Lord for light that we not be deceived, but that we ever be on guard in these latter days.


Now lets begin to look at what he is and does: In 2 Thessalonians 2:3 “and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” KJ

This antichrist is referred too as a man of sin, or a man of lawlessness (see verse 8-9) He is considered to be the man of doom, the one who is doomed to destruction.  This antichrist is the lawless one because he is the one who will lead the world in rebellion as we previously discussed. Who else would lead men in rebellion but he that was rebellious or lawless? The idea of being the son of perdition is the son of ruin, or destruction, imagine being someone who was willing to follow someone who was his self-heading for destruction? It is interesting to point out to you that the only other time this word is used is in John 17:12 where it refers to Judas as a son of perdition. Because of this some believe that that the antichrist will be some kind of reincarnation of Judas.


As we continue in chapter 2 with verse 4 we read: “Who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”

Please see that he opposes, that is why is anti, for anti means oppose or against, this antichrist is against all that the true Christ is for, he is against God. He will one day sit in the temple the third temple that is yet to be built showing that he is God. 

3. This brings us to the third thing that we as Christians are to be looking for in these last days, and that is the re-building of the temple, the third and final temple of God. Please note that today the big push in Israel is for the building of the temple and everything, even the vessels and the priests are being prepared. 

Therefore, we now know what we are to be looking for before the return of Christ, the antichrist, the falling away and the building of the temple.  I realize that many are preaching that we will see none of these things but it seems pretty simple to me that we will see them and that the Lord makes it clear in His Word that we will.


Now as I begin to close I want to share with you why I believe there is so much preaching that the Church will not see the antichrist but will be raptured out before hand; I believe we must remember that the key to the antichrist’s work is deception and I believe he will be using this message: “that the church is preaching that we will be raptured before he comes” as a means to deceive many who have bought into this to receive him when he comes as if he is the true Christ and by this means will try to deceive.  Men who have bought into this presentation are in my opinion setting the church up for the greatest tragedy of all time.  Sure, true children will not be deceived but many who are in the church are not true children and thousands will accept the antichrist and be deceived and lost for all eternity.

I am sure that many reading this have never thought of these things for you like so many have simply accepted what has been considered solid Bible teaching. But what if, this teaching is false?  How dangerous might it be?  You need to understand that the teaching of the rapture before the coming of the antichrist has not always been an accepted view, and more and more as times passes solid men of God are moving from one camp to another and are expressing to the Church to be careful and walk in the light of God’s Word and not to be deceive.


When will all of this happen?  Why, when our world is in such a condition have these things not begun?  Verse 6 gives to the answer “And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.”  Timing is everything with God, and apparently the Holy Spirit is restraining him until God is ready to allow him to be revealed.

Closing Thoughts

1. He will be accompanied by tremendous psychic powers (V.9); he will possess supernatural miracles, subliminal and mind-controlled messages. So even now we must be on our guard. We must watch the music we listen too, the books, we read, the computer games we play and the new computer’s ability to deal with virtual reality and so forth, for all the things that he will use.

2. The Bible speaks of two comings:  Christ came first as a lamb, not to judge but to save.  His second coming however is to judge; we are looking for a coming judge.  However, the antichrist will come bringing to this earth a false peace that will deceive them, we should know that this is not right, Christ comes the second time in judgment not in peace.

3. You and I need to know that New Agers are teaching that there is the coming of a man of peace, a man who will soon appear, A savior of might, majesty and intelligence.  One who has progressed to the point that he has become God? This is the new age movement that we can become gods and they are teaching today that a man who has reached perfection in God is coming to bring glory to this world, therefore even today the message is out there; people are looking for the perfect man God, but they are only setting us up for the antichrist.

4. Finally you will remember that the Jews did not receive Jesus as the Christ as the Messiah, they are still waiting for their Messiah, they are preaching today that the Messiah is soon to come the one who will set himself up in the temple they will build; just who do you think they will receive as their long awaited Messiah?  That is right, they will receive the false one as if he is the true.  May our Father give eyes to see, and ears to hear in these latter days?
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