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Many express to us that life ought to be beautiful, that it ought to go the way we desire.  After all we live in America and we are to be happy, prosperous, healthy, strong, having a beautiful home, a perfect family and a long life.

This is what we plan for and this is what we expect.  For the most part however, when people have a life like this they seldom truly connect to God. Sure they often have a belief in God, and may even give to Him a little time, and a little thanks, they may connect themselves to a church and give a little money and give a little time, but then will quickly get back to their lifestyle, their comforts, and their fantasy world.


You see, contrary to whether we like to admit it or not, few come to God, few truly meet God and few walk with God in an intimate daily walk. You see as long as life is good, there is no real reason to be close to God.  We are just too comfortable, and therefore do not truly beseech His presence. This is a big problem in America, for where you have everything it is easy to allow everything to squeeze out God.


We need to realize that God knows and understands these truths, He realizes that we have much in our lives that allows no time for Him, He realizes that in all our material wealth, comforts, prestige we have very little time or place for Him.  Therefore, whether we like it or not things can come into our lives that cause us to lose some of our comfort, and prosperity, things that take away our peace of mind, and health of body. When this happens we can either cry out in bitterness and curse life, or we can turn to God.  If we are spiritually smart we turn to God.


When this happens and we cry out to the Lord and things get better many people once again turn from God and go right back to the way things were.  Sure for a while things change, but then we everything gets better they again turn from God.  Pastors see this time and time again, when there is a great tragedy, when fear comes into the life of someone, they need the pastor to be close, please pray for me, please ask the Lord to deliver me, and for a time there is joy, and maybe even a new found closeness with the Lord but it then fades away.


Another thing we have discussed before and is a serious problem is when parents work to so comfort and protect their children that they never allow their children to suffer to the point of needing to cry out unto the Lord. Though it is a natural thing today it is not a good thing to do.  We must not bale out our children all the time for if we do they will look to us instead of to the Lord.


Generally speaking we can never truly interest a person in the Lord until the Lord is all they have got to look too.  They have tried everything else, they now have nothing, they are afraid, they are destitute, they are dying emotionally, mentally, and perhaps even physically and they finally begin to look to Him.  You just cannot help them until they are drowning and going down for the last time and finally in desperation they cry out to Him.  As difficult as it is we must learn to accept the things of life that bring us to an end of ourselves and to the place where we will cry out to God for help.  We as Christians must learn that when people are hurting if may very well be the best thing for them, for in all that hurt they may finally stop depending upon, self, upon this world and upon others and cry out for the Lord to save them, just as Peter did when he began to sink upon the water.


Let us now look at some important Bible passages that will give insight and support this lesson:

Exodus 14:10

Psalm 18:6

Psalm 22:4-5

Psalm 34:6

Psalm 107:6

Psalm 119:145-

Luke 18:35-34-42

Jonah 2:2

Exodus 3:7 and 3:9

