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If there is any major difficulty that we have, it certainly is the problem of guilt in our lives.  Guilt has got to be an ever-present battle in the lives of those who have not yet comprehended the value of Christ in the eyes of God the Father.


To begin with we all need to realize that we all are guilty before God, we came this way right out of the womb, simply because of who are grand parents were, Adam and Eve.  “All have fallen short of the glory of God and there is no one righteous no not one.”  It is this guilt that should cause all of us to look for a way of approval, a way that cannot be found outside of Christ.


There is I believe a God given guilt, it comes as a result of conscience.  It is a God given sense of right and wrong. For this we need to be thankful because if we did not have it, it would be a most dangerous world. It is a sense of guilt that is even in those who have not come to God, and sense of guilt that is in every man.


There is another guilt that is deeper and much more sensitive for it is the guilt that the Holy Spirit places upon the heart of one of the Lord’s children.  It is a working of the Spirit of God that convicts us of a sin, a thought, or a direction that we might be trying to move that is wrong. It is the guilt He places upon us to cause us to move in a right direction, to cause us not to sin or at least if we have to come to the Savior for forgiveness. Though it is guilt, it is a good guilt for it is used by God to clean up our lives and to bring us to where He wants us to be.


The last guilt that we need to discuss is a guilt that is able to devastate our lives.  It is the guilt that destroys our joy and our confidence before God.  What is this guilt?  This is the guilt that can come from a few sources:

1. Satan heaps upon us a false guilt – this guilt is the idea that God has not or will not forgive you for a particular sin.

2. This guilt is also a guilt that can come from a particular church that we might attend, expressing that something we did or might be doing cannot find the forgiveness of God.

3. This guilt is also a guilt that other people place upon us as they express that what we have done or are doing is not or cannot be forgiven.

4. This guilt is also the guilt that we place upon ourselves.  Continuously mentally bombarding ourselves with certain things that we believe God cannot and will not forgive us for.  Thus, we can without any one make ourselves miserable and bring to ourselves more damage than anything or anyone else. We will convince ourselves that what we have done was so bad that there is no forgiveness even thought the scripture teaches that the only unforgivable sin is to blaspheme the Holy Spirit, which means to deny the conviction of the Holy Spirit to receive Christ.  It is funny when it comes to this, for generally the enemy will convince us that for everything else we can have forgiveness but for this one thing in our lives there is no forgiveness.

Let us look closely at John 3:16-18, we of course know verse sixteen by heart as it wonderfully expresses to us the loving gospel message:


“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Therefore it is clear that God loves the inhabitants of the world and gave His Son that they may not perish but live in eternity.


“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  In our minds thru the work of the enemy as well as ourselves we are convinced that God just wants to get us, that He just wants to deal with us, but as we read so clearly here He sent His Son not to condemn us but to save us.  If there is anything God the Father does not want to do it is to condemn people, He wants to save people.


“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whomever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” Thus being condemned does not come from God, but rather does it come from us.  God has done everything He could to keep us from being condemned, if we are condemned it is simply because He did not receive what He has so freely given.


As we shall see in this series of lessons our Heavenly Father has done everything He could to keep us from being guilty, He has worked at redeeming us in His Son and in this we can rest.


What you and I need to grasp from this message is what our Father said in Isaiah 43:25  “I even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for my own sake; and I will not remember your sins.”
You see the problem in our lives is that though He is able to wipe away our sin and to remember them no more, we keep remembering them.  If we are to have rest, we must accept what or Father says and that is that our sins are forgiven and forgotten.  Are you aware that in I Timothy 1:15 Paul said that he was the worst sinner in the world but that God saved him. Paul felt that the reason the Lord saved him was to show to the world His unlimited patience and mercy. Paul felt that this would show to everyone that anyone even the worse could be saved through the grace of God.  If the worse can be saved than certainly everyone can be saved.


One of the main tactics of Satan is to get every Christian to dwell upon some failure in their life so as to make them miserable and to doubt their salvation.  I am certain that every Christian has at least one particular thing that they just cannot get over, something that Satan, the accuser continuously places upon their mind lest they come into complete peace and genuine joy.  So each of us should simply pause and ask ourselves where is it that he is getting at me? Whatever this thing is, is what will always stand between us and the Lord causing us to believe He is angry and that we have not right to come before Him, so soon if we continue to dwell upon the issue we no longer come and fellowship with Him, somewhat like a child who believes that a parent is angry at him, and thus afraid.


We have in the past been cut off from God without any means of being able to come to Him, meet with Him and feel that we are His children.  But now, through His Son we have access to Him and are able to freely come into His presence to enjoy all that is ours through His Son.  This way has been made through what we will refer to as reconciliation and it is this I want you to grasp and rest in.

Romans 5:10-11 is very important to us concerning this issue. The need of being reconciled is because one person has hostility toward another person, it is because one person hates or is an enemy of another person. When it comes to the scripture you might think, sure God hates me and therefore I need to be reconciled to Him.  This however, it not true because the Greek word that is used implies that I am the one who is hostile, that I am the one who is an enemy of God, not that God is an enemy. You see the problem has never been with God it has always been with me, I have always been the enemy and He has always been the loving Father to those who would come to Him.


“For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”  Yes, we have been the enemy and therefore He has used His Son to take away the hostility and enmity that we had for Him, thus reconciling us to Himself.  Now we no longer hate God and are the enemies of God but we love Him.  “Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

In other words now through Christ we are reconciled, now through Christ we are the friends of God.  You see the problem with people today is that they are the enemies of God, they are hostile toward God and spiritual things, they speak against them and detest them they are even bitter against them and seem to have such anger toward God, this is because they have not been reconciled to God through Christ.


This continues to be made clear in Colossians 1:21-22 as we read:


“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.”  These are the people we often meet and who are even in our families, they are alienated from God and in fact are enemies in their minds toward God, therefore they are bitter and cannot accept anything that we express in regard to our love of the Lord.

“But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation….”

It is now all different for us because we have been reconciled; our hatred for God has now turned into love, we have changed from being an enemy to being a friend. By reconciliation God has taken away the hostility I once had for Him.  It is not a result of what I have done, it is a result of what my Father has done. Please note all that we now have because of this work of reconciliation:  Now we are holy, without blemish and even without accusation. How wondrous is the love and work of God that now those of us who were enemies are now friends, friends who are holy, without blemish and with no accusation against us?


The final passage that I will share this morning is found in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 and should be quite familiar to you.


“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:”

Here of course is one of our favorite verses for it is here we learn that it is all-different now, all the old things are gone, everything we were and everything we did have now all been taken away. Now we know that all of this was made available to us through the work of reconciliation. Now that we have been restored to a right relationship with the Father we have been given a ministry to assist others in being restored to God that they also may no longer be enemies toward God nor hostile toward God.


V.19 “That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. V.20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” 

Those of us who have been reconciled by God now have a ministry to work toward reconciling others to Him.  We know that this is alone the work of the Father but certainly we can speak of the reconciliation and we can preach it to others.  What is the message we can give?  That God has made a way for you, that you need not be an enemy that you can now become a friend.  God is no longer angry with you, for in His Son He has done all that is needed to forgive you, and to draw you unto Him, as a loving father draws a son or a daughter. Simply be reconciled to God allow Him to reconcile you unto Himself and rest in that reconciliation.

