“The life side of the Cross”
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So much that we have had to present in these lessons concerning the cross has dealt with the death side of its work: How I must allow the work to take all I am and nail it to the cross. As Paul needed to learn the sin principle within and how he was bent toward sin, and how his old nature could not be repaired, how that his only hope of victory was in allowing the cross to be applied and deal with all that he was in himself, so I have to learn the same thing.


Now, however we come to the life side of the cross, how that after we have allowed the Holy Spirit to bring us to death, and bury us out of sight we now can walk in the newness of resurrection life.

So many believers I have known and still do know are struggling believers; they are living in frustration and continual habitual sin.  They do this because they have not yet seen the work of the cross, 

They have not yet been taught God’s plan in dealing with their old man, and they have not had a revelation from the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, they continue to live their Christian life in the strength of their own flesh, ever trying to bring their old man into subjection and into living for God.  They have not yet seen that they have no ability to live for God and as a result they continue to fall and fall and fall, living a life of unhappiness, failure and misery.  Up and down they go. Walking away from the Lord; up and down and here and there; sometimes you see them and sometimes you don’t.  These believers continue to offer up to God what God says He does not desire, what God says has been nailed to the cross. As long as they continue to offer up to God what is dead, they will never come to the place of victory, satisfaction or genuine service.


Let us now return to Romans 6 to pick up the life side of the cross. Let us begin with verse 4: “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  V.5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection. V.8 Now if we were dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.  V.11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Please notice that as we read verse four we learn and are asked to accept that we have been buried with Him in baptism, this of course is the dying of the old man, but we are not left there for if we have been buried with Him into His death we have also been raised together with Him and are asked to walk in the newness of life. This is where most believers get themselves into trouble, for they try to walk in the oldness of the old man instead of in the newness of the new man created in Christ Jesus.  We must remember 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creation. Old things have passed away; behold all things are become new.”

We must recognize that God did not save us so that we should continue to live in the old nature; we just cannot do it.  We must cease walking in the old life, recognize that God has put him away and now walk in the newness of life that He has given to us.  God, nor you or I could improve the old man so that he could do as he should, so God simply nailed him to the cross.  Now, stop trying to revive him, stop trying to improve him and stop trying to force him to in some way serve God; recognize and accept that he is dead and cannot be used, and begin to walk in the newness of life that is in Christ Jesus.  We need to accept our death by faith and then we need to accept our newness of life by faith.


As verse five makes clear, we have been planted together in the likeness of His death and we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection life.  God said we are to accept it and rest in it.  Neither you nor I need ever again dwell upon the work of death for it is complete and we now by faith walk in the newness of life.  Now even as I express this fact to you I want you to understand that it is a spiritual truth, but day by day, experience by experience it is the work of the Holy Spirit to make this a reality in our lives.

As verse eight continues: “If we be dead with Christ we believe that we shall also live with him” If I believe that when He died my old man died, certainly I can also believe that I now live with Him.  Let us get from the dead side to the life side so that we can live the spiritual life to its fullness.  Notice now, according to verse 10 we live unto God.  We no longer live unto and for self, we no longer struggle and live a life dominated by sin and lust, for we now live unto God.

Over our lifetime we will meet individuals who hate themselves; they hate life and take no pleasure in it, in fact they want to destroy their life, they want to take their own life by suicide. After all, they are miserable, the world is miserable and they can never live as they want and as they feel they should.  Do you realize that understanding this work of God is the way that these individuals can find peace, joy, happiness, and a newness of life without taking their physical lives?

That’s right, just allow the Holy Spirit to apply the cross to your old man and you can die without taking your life, and you can also come into the fullness of life like you have never known before.


Another verse that fits into our understanding of this lesson is Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  See how Paul knew the cross had dealt with him and how he declared himself to be crucified; it is this knowing and this declaring that you and I must also accept and declare by faith.  Notice that God has not done away with you or I, we still live in the flesh just as Paul lived, but we are to live by faith in the newness of life.


Now we can understand Colossians 3:1-3 like never before: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ setteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.”

The word “if” is not a question but rather means “since,” as the statement is not a question, it is a fact.  Since you have spiritually risen with Christ.  It is certain you have not come into the full understanding of this fact if for you it is an “if”.  Therefore, since we have risen into this newness of life in Christ Jesus things must change, I must be seeking the things that are above, I must be placing all my desire on the heavenly things not the earthly things, because I have died and I have been resurrected in Christ.


Now, and only now are you and I ready, and prepared to be of service to God.  We have learned that by our old man, by our old nature we cannot serve God, that anything we would do for our Father would be worthless and useless, for us there is no confidence in the flesh, no sense of pride in anything that we would do, therefore by faith we accept our deadness and inability, and by faith we now present not our old nature but our new nature to Him for spiritual service.  How many just do not seem to understand this in our world today, how many there are who are trying to serve God by their old sinful nature not realizing that God does not desire any service from our old nature, but only that which is by His Spirit through our spirit.

This is where verses 13 and 16 in Romans chapter 6 become so important:  V.13 “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves unto God as those that are alive unto God.”

The word “yield” here means “present” and we therefore learn that we are not to present our members or limbs for the use of unrighteousness but rather for the use of righteousness.  All of this makes clear that to those who walk in the newness of life are to give even their bodes to the service of the Lord, not fleshy, evil unrighteous service. V.16 “Know ye not, that to whom yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness.” Here again, we who are walking in the newness of life are to give our physical members of our body to the Lord to obey and to serve Him.  We can never again give the old man to Him for that will never bring spiritual service unto the Lord.  Let us learn together to walk in the newness of life and never again present our old carnal bodies to His work, but only the new man created in Christ Jesus, for this alone will bring forth real spiritual fruit unto eternity.
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