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If there has ever been a time when the Body of Christ needs and will continue to need spiritual discernment, it most certainly is today.  In these days of spiritual deception, and the many workings of the enemy we need discernment, we need the ability to perceive and understand spiritual forces, be they good or bad.  Many there are today who seem to accept almost anything or anyone who comes along if they simply speak of Christ and knowing Him.  These are days however, when we must ever be on our guard ever mindful of the tactics of the enemy to infiltrate the Church and to deceive the children.


If we are truly born again Christians we have the Spirit of God within us, we have the anointing that is spoken of in I John 2:27, “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.”

Because of the Holy Spirit and because of this anointing we as the Lord’s children have an ability of discernment that the world does not have and because of it we will not be deceived. We will know truth from falseness, light from darkness, the things of God from the things of the enemy.  Though we have the capacity there seems to be many who just do not know it and do not know how to trust what it is that the Lord has given to them. Hopefully, by this lesson we can assist you using and enjoying your God given discernment not only for your personal benefit but also for the Body of Christ.


Let us first ask why is discernment so necessary?


We need to realize that Satan is real, and that he has with him evil forces that are able to do works of damage against the Church, a Nation, and individuals.  We need to realize that Satan is ever working to infiltrate a Church and cause problems, problems between people, problems with getting out the truth of God’s Word, and problems with getting people to accept something false as if it is true. When it comes to the Bible he is always trying to twist it and bring confusion.

In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 we read:  “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ, and no wonder for Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.”

Here is why we need discernment; it is so we can discern false apostles, deceitful workers, those who would transform themselves into ministers of righteousness.  You see Satan has the ability to make his self appear as an angel of light, come into the Church with his ministers and steer us in wrong directions. The word transform simply means the ability to disguise; therefore we will need discernment to see through their disguise.

As near as I can tell the closer we come to the end times the more prevalent will be this problem.

I John 4:1 reads: “Beloved do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  Here again, we see that there is such a thing as false prophets who may bring to us a false spirit and we should therefore test, prove and discern so that we will not be deceived.  In his book on the gifts of the Spirit, Leslie Flynn tells us that:



For Christ there is antichrist.



For true prophets there are false prophets.



For true apostles there are false apostles.



For wheat there are tares.



For sheep there are wolves in sheep’s clothing.



For the Holy Spirit and holy angels there are unclean spirits.

Knowing this as a possibility reveals why everyone in the Church needs discernment and needs to be on their guard in regards to everything.  Let us learn to be a little less gullible, a little less quick to accept and a little more dependent upon the Lord.  In this way we will be kept safe and on the right and proper path. Mr. Flynn also defines discernment as “the ability to distinguish between the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” In this day in which we live when it comes to the presentation of the Word we must know the difference between that which is truth and that, which is error.


For a few moments let us discuss what it means to have discernment and how it might be used in our lives and ministry.

1. Discernment is easier to know, experience and even have a part of your life than it is to teach or make clear to someone else.

2. Though we have a God given discernment through the Holy Spirit within most of us are not willing to trust what we discern.  We think, it is just I; it is just in my mind, just according to what I feel, when it is truly insight that the Lord has given to us in regard to a particular situation.

3. Discernment is the ability to know and to perceive something about a person, situation, message or ministry that you could not know by any other means than the Spirit of God within you.

4. By discernment we are able to judge a situation with the light and knowledge of God.

I Corinthians 2:14-15 shares some light with us concerning discernment for here we read:  “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judge all things.”  Here we learn that to discern is to be able to accept, receive, judge, understand and perceive spiritual truth.  Discerning is the Christian’s ability to know and understand the things that other people cannot.

5. True discernment is spiritual and is from God’s Spirit, it is not from man; it is not because we personally may be something special.  There may be some non-believers who are better at understanding certain things than others but true discernment is from God’s Spirit only, as He gives to our spirit.  Discernment is not to be a work of our soul, but always a reliance upon God, and therefore, it you have solid discernment there is no place for pride.

6. By discernment we are able to know the spiritual condition of a person.

As you can see this ability would be very helpful in being able to know where a person is at and how you might pray for them and speak with them.  The person may not appreciate it but it will assist him in his walk and keep him straight spiritually speaking.

7. By discernment we are able to know the presence of evil forces in a person, in a Church, place or organization. Therefore, we will know not to be there, not to deal with the person, or if we are gifted in dealing with the situation we will know what to do.  This ability is vital to keeping a ministry clean and the enemy from infiltrating a work of God.

8. By discernment we are able to detect falseness in a man or a message, we will be able to discern wrong or false motives and therefore a ministry is kept safe.

9. By discernment we will know when a man speaks whether it is from the man’s soul or from the Spirit of God.

Though I believe every believer who has the Holy Spirit within him has discernment, I do believe that there are particular believers who are especially gifted with the ability to discern and because of this we should know who they are and pay attention to what they discern. When an individual who has discernment concerning a situation or another individual’s spiritual condition you need to take heed to what they tell you especially if you have no discernment concerning the situation.  Otherwise dangerous things and serious results could be the end product.


In I Corinthians 12 we are told that the Church is made up of individuals who are connected just like the human body and therefore we are reminded that we have individuals within the Body who are the eyes, ears, and noses when it comes to sensitive perception and discernment. Therefore, there are certain individuals in each Church who are especially gifted in being sensitive to what they see, hear and smell, They are our discerners and we need to allow them to function within the Body just like we do our own eyes, ears, and noses.  They see, and hear and even smell when something is wrong to keep us safe, protected, and on the proper path. Therefore, if we are just a hand we must learn to wait upon those who are eyes that we may move rightly and properly. When certain individuals within the Body have been proven to have discernment, we must take heed; we must accept their discernment and wait upon their direction.  In this way the whole Body will be kept safe.


As we take heed the enemy will be thwarted from penetrating our ministry and bringing to us damage. False messages will not come; confusion, disharmony and aggravation will not come.  The evil forces will be kept out, and the purity of the Lord’s presence will ever remain with us.  Yes, discernment is vital for with it the Church can know how to understand and assist people.  The Church will know how to remain true to the solid Word of God and the building up of the Lord’s Kingdom will be real and ever enriching. May we each, by this simple presentation realize that spiritual things are real and that there are both evil forces and good forces that ever cause us to be discerning.

