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If the spirit is so important when it comes to rendering service unto the Lord does this mean that the soul of man cannot be used?  This is a very valid question because of what we have been presenting, and now we can express to you, that most certainly the soul can be used. Now it can be used for we have allowed the Holy Spirit to control our spirit and therefore it is not man’s soul that is in control but the Holy Spirit thru our spirit.  The soul does not go out and do what it wants for God in its own fleshy strength and power, for the soul has now learned how to wait, and rely upon the Spirit of God thru its spirit.  Therefore, now by the work of the cross and the waiting upon the Lord man can be used, but he is used not in His strength but in the strength of the Lord. Now he does not move ahead of God but waits upon the Lord and therefore follows and does not lead.


Hopefully we have now learned it is not our soul but it is the spirit that is to be the focal point of our lives; it is the spirit where we commune with God and enjoy fellowship, knowledge, worship and service. If we want to know the Lord we must recognize the value of the spirit and quietly set aside time to meet Him there. If we understand this and ask the Lord to begin to teach this to us we will begin to progress and be richer in the things of the Lord than we ever have before.  We will not be as disturbed by the out side world for we have learned to meet Him within, not simply in our soul but within the inward man, in our spirit.


The spirit is important because it is in the spirit where we know things that cannot be known any other way.  We generally think of knowing things in our mind but true spiritual knowing is something we know within our spirit.  Remember the verse “The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God” Romans 8:16 It is deep within our spirit where the Holy Spirit makes us know that we are the children of the Lord.  We have this knowing, a knowing that is beyond our minds or emotions, it is just simply this perception that we know, it is the perceiving within our spirits that we are saved. Satan may try to whisper in our ear that we are not saved, and because of some slip up in our Christian life we may not sometimes feel we are saved, and yet in those quiet moments of our day when we paused before Him we simply know that we are His children.


By our spirits that God gave to us and brought to life thru His Spirit we have great spiritual capacity. In our spirit we are given the ability to know things that a non-believer who has not had his spirit made alive cannot possibly know.

In John 3:11 we read:  “Most assuredly I say to you, we speak what we know and testify what we have seen, and you do not receive our witness.”

Christ and those who know Him are able to speak what they know, they know in ways which the world cannot know, for they do not just know in their mind they know in their spirit, and what we know in our spirits is always deeper, richer and more perceptive that anything we would simply know in our soul.  Our spirits give to us the ability to know, therefore we know spiritual things, we are able to judge what is right and wrong, we are able to perceive the condition, motives, or messages of another, we are able to perceive works of the enemy and on and on.  A part of what a Christian who has a spirit is able to do is connected with I John 2:20 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.”  Here it is, we have an anointing, an unction from the Holy Spirit within our spirit that assists us in knowing all things. No non-believer can know like a believer no matter how much education he has, for our knowing in our spirit is greater and more perceptive than anyone’s mind for it comes from the Spirit of God.

I John 2:27 “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true…” This is amazing, for we now realize that by the Holy Spirit’s anointing abiding in us, we need not be taught by anyone for He will teach us all things.  But remember, this all takes place in our spirits not our soul, not our intellect or emotion but deep in the inward parts of man. As Christians we must learn to rest and rely not upon what we are in our soul but upon what He is in our spirits.


Another area that I would like to touch upon before leaving these thoughts on the spirit of man is to take you to Mark 2:8 where we read:  “But immediately when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves.”

Christ while upon this earth was always able to perceive things that others could not perceive.  He did not do this mentally or emotionally; He did it in His spirit. Throughout the gospels you will see our Lord doing this, perceiving what was going on before it even happened, or was heard.  This was Christ’s ability thru His spirit.  Now certainly, I would never express that we will perceive as He perceived but we need to realize that this is the capacity of the one’s spirit when it is dwelled in by the Holy Spirit and we are willing to submit and yield, not our soul but to the Holy Spirit within our spirit. We must remember what the Lord said of us while He was in the garden: “The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” So unfortunately though we have the capacity we still have our flesh.  I believe that we as Christians perceive much more in our spirits than we are willing to trust, therefore, we often do perceive things but more often than not we simply have not learned to trust what we have received. 


Ephesians 1:17 is important for our study of man’s spirit for here we read: “The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him.”
When it comes to genuine, deep and rich spiritual truth from the Lord it is not something that we can experience in our soul, but only in our spirit.  What God gives to us in regard to genuine spiritual truth He gives to us only in our spirits.

It is the prayer of Paul that the Father would give to us a spirit of wisdom as well as revelation in the knowledge of His Son.  Possessing real wisdom and real knowledge of Christ is never something we possess in our mind, emotions, or heart it is something that we can only experience in our spirits. Genuine knowledge, discernment, light and communion with the Father always takes place in the spirit therefore we must be certain that we have been born again by our spirits being made alive.


Knowing these things will make all the difference when it comes to ministry.  We now know when we truly know God, when we truly obtain spiritual knowledge it all takes place in the sprit.  Therefore, we now know that to serve Him is a service from the spirit, thus when we minister to others it must be by our sprits touching their spirits and thus simply transferring His spiritual light from His Spirit thru our spirit to the spirits of those to whom we minister.  This only is genuine ministry; this is true revelation from God thru us to others.  If this does not take place it is simply mind-to-mind, or rather soul to soul and that never brings genuine spiritual reality.  We may be stimulated mentally and emotionally and may even be inspired to serve God, but no real spiritual experience takes place. That is why so much of what is going on in the Church is just religious and not spiritual.


We will now search the scriptures for passages of scripture that will teach us needed information concerning our spirits. I will be using the New King James version as often the New International loses the best presentation.

Our first set of scriptures will be basic but later as we continue they will become richer and deeper. 

It is important to express that though you and I would believe that the spirit was in itself perfect and everything it should be, when we look at various verses we discover that even our spirits have particular needs and can have problems.  Therefore, even though we need to learn to walk by our spirits and not by our souls when we do so there will still be tremendous spiritual work that needs to continue as we progress in the walking by the Holy Spirit within our sprit.

Psalm 142:3 “When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then you knew my path.”  Here we see that the spirit can at times be overwhelmed, implying that even in our spirit we can sometimes be bewildered even fainthearted.

Though we are supposed to become spiritual and allow the Holy Spirit to so grow and control our spirits that we walk less and less by our soul, it is yet a real struggle. And allowing the things of life and our soul to control us can yet hold down our spirits and keep them fainthearted.


Psalm 143:3  “For the enemy has persecuted my soul; he has crushed my life to the ground; he has made me dwell in darkness like those who have long been dead.  Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me, my heart within me is distressed.”

Please note that David is expressing that his soul has been so crushed and the darkness so great that even his spirit is overwhelmed and fainting.  This just should not be; sure it is possible to be so overwhelmed in our soul life so that the spirit has been damaged and with most people this happens. When however, the spirit is in control and on top there should be spiritual victory even when there is soulical problems.


Genesis 45:27 points out an important experience of the spirit in the life of Jacob. For years Jacob had so grieved over the loss of his son Joseph that it had affected his spirit, therefore when he learned that Joseph was not dead we read that his spirit revived. It means that his spirit recovered that it was repaired.  Some of the Lord’s children may have spirits that are in need of recovering; we may not always know how a person’s spirit got into the condition it but all the same it is still in need of recovery.  You just cannot function properly when as a Christian your spirit is in need of recovery. What ever has caused your spirit to regress and be in need of repair you need to bring it to the Lord that your spirit may revive that it may be released and that you may be set free?


When the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt and Moses had been speaking to them of God’s Word and how He was going to deliver them we read in Exodus 6:9 that they did not heed Moses, because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage. Nothing holds us down like a spirit that is in anguish and in bondage.  It is one thing to be down in our souls, but to so allow that to affect us so that we are down in our spirits is most devastating.  Again we must allow our spirits to be controlled by the Holy Spirit and not allow ourselves to be controlled by our souls.  It is time for us to go deeper and live within the inward man rather than the outward man.


When in Job 7:11 it speaks of the anguish of the spirit, it also speaks of how Job will speak in the anguish of his spirit.  The word used for anguish here means narrow, tight, or close or small or distressed.  Job’s spirit has been made small and therefore he is going to speak out of it he is going by the grace of God to force it to express itself.  Sometimes we must force ourselves to get the spirit going and stop living in the realm of the flesh. Our spirits should not be kept small, narrow, tight and closed but open and ready to express themselves and to control our souls. Only in this way will we be able to serve God and minister life to others.


Again we think of our spirits as always being everything they should be but look closely at the following two verses:  In I Samuel 1:15 we see that Hannah was of a sorrowful spirit because she did not have a child.  So here again the sadness of the soul has been allowed to affect the spirit and this just should not be.  In I Kings 21:5 we read of Ahab being sorrowful of spirit because Naboth would not sale the land to him he wanted. This too is wrong and reveals just how fleshy Ahab was concerning what he wanted in this life.  Our spirits are to be kept un-corrupted by the experiences of this life as well as by what we experience in our soul but few of us ever progress to that kind of maturity.


Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.  Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.”

Yes, even in our spirit we can be proud, and when we are proud even in the deepest parts of our inward man it can cause us to fall.  It is far better to be a Christian who has a humble spirit a spirit that is willing to depend upon, trust and submit to the Holy Spirit for in this way you will be useable by God.


In Psalm 78:8 we read:  “And may not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that did not set its heart aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God.”

Here it speaks of an unfaithful spirit, a spirit that is not steadfast.  How could any of us do well spiritually if our very spirit is not faithful to God?  

In Psalm 51:10 David shows how important a faithful and steadfast spirit is when he prays:  “Create in my a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

As time continues and the difficulties of our days increase we will need to be steadfast in spirit, so let us each pray for ourselves and for others that together we will be steadfast in spirit.


In Proverbs 11:13 we read:  “A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.”  What I would like for us to see here is that there is such a thing as a faithful spirit. In this particular passage however, we also see that the faithful spirit conceals secrets that have been shared with him concerning people and their lives.  Would you share everything about yourself with everyone?  Probably not, only those who you would trust as being faithful in spirit and who you know would not share with others what you have shared with them.


There are times in our lives when life is just too much, when in our souls, or in our bodies we have just had it, but it is also times like this when the spirit should be allowed to be the controller, so that you can get by.  Please notice Proverbs 18:14 “The spirit of a man will sustain him in sickness but who can bear a broken spirit?”

Even when our body is ill, we can make it, we can be sustained, we can be provided for by the spirit.

This is what is so wonderful concerning the spirit for when it God dwells within it and when it is in control of the soul there is great strength that is beyond the strength of a non-believer whose spirit has not yet been made alive.

PAGE  
5

