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I am not sure in all the blessed directions we might go in as we study the work of the cross, so we will simply depend upon the direction if the Holy Spirit and be enriched as He leads us.  As time passes I can assure you that these lessons will grow deeper and richer in spiritual truth.


As I begin this lesson I want you to know that the cross has always been something that God has not wanted us to miss, the cross as I have said, stands before all men as that which we must reject or accept. The cross is the pivot from which all things turn as far as spiritual things are concerned.


In the garden in Genesis 3 there were two trees, trees that demanded man’s attention, two trees that demanded a decision from Adam and Eve in the garden. As you know according to Genesis 2 there were many trees in the garden that Adam and Eve could feed upon and enjoy, but there were also two trees that demanded their attention.  As far as God is concerned trees have always been spiritually significant, and have always been used by Him to teach us some of the most important truths.

First of all in the garden there was the “Tree of knowledge of good and evil” and secondly, there was the “Tree of Life.”  These two trees represented a wonderful choice for man, either he could feed upon the tree of knowledge or he could feed upon the tree of life. The Tree of Knowledge being a special tree according to the enemy and therefore we read in verse 4-6 of chapter 3: “And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then ye shall be as god, knowing good and evil.”  Now, because of the day we live in I want us to pause over what is happening here; we have the enemy tempting man to become like God and we have man desiring to yield to that temptation. Satan’s temptation and man’s desire has never changed, and because it has not Satan is still tempting us with the false message that you can be as God, and men are still falling for that temptation and accepting that false message. Today this is seen everywhere in the New Age Movement, the Purpose Driven Church and the Emerging Church. It may be subtle in the Purpose Driven Church as well as the Emerging Church but it is very much still there.


Now as the passage continues we read: “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her and he did eat.” Many wonderful writers have given us light concerning this passage that is beyond what I will here point out, but I do want to express that Satan’s temptation has never changed: He temps are natural fleshy appetites and uses our eyes to do so.  What he tempts man with always looks good and satisfying and therefore we must always be on our guard.  The overall temptation however, is a temptation to become like God, to obtain the kind of wisdom that God possesses. Seeking the wisdom of this world, desiring to set one’s self up as if he is God is always what drives men from God. Please remember what tree this is: “This is the Tree of Knowledge” and today men are so busy trying to be satisfied feeding upon the knowledge and wisdom of this world that they often miss God and never choose to have their hunger filled by the “Tree of Life.”

In Genesis 2:9 we read: “And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food; and the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of good evil.” Now please note this carefully that God placed both the Tree of life and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil in the midst of the garden so that man could not miss them and their significance. These trees, from the very beginning presented man with a decision: Which tree shall it be? Shall I feed upon the Tree of Knowledge or shall I feed upon the Tree of Life? By placing these two trees in the midst of the garden God made it clear that from the beginning man had the freedom of choice as to his personal direction, a freedom that he still has today. God does not force men to choose Him, He does not want robots who are set up to walk with Him, but rather gives every man the freedom to choose fellowship with God or fellowship with Satan.


Now just for a few moments I want to share some passages of scripture with you that emphasize the idea that this word “midst” is vital to spiritual things, that it always has been and will be into eternity. In John 19:18 “Where they crucified him, and two others with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.”

Yes, even when it came to the cross, He was in the midst. You cannot miss the Savior, no one could, and even those who were present at His crucifixion saw Him as being in the midst. We also read in Revelation 1:13 “And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot….” Yes, when it came to revealing the churches we see Christ in the midst of them the place of control, leadership and worship.

Also in Revelation 7:17 where we read: “For the lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Here, as we see into eternity we see the Lamb, our Savior in the midst of the throne where He will ever be, feeding and leading us unto the fountain of life.

Keeping in mind that it is either the Tree of Life or the Tree of Knowledge, it is important to realize that it is the Tree of Life the representative of the cross that we see on into eternity and will ever be that which we feed upon. In Revelation 22:2 we read: “In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits and yielded her fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” And finally in verse 14: “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates of the city.” Without question that tree of life is essential and will be forever more.


I am not sure if you have ever had the opportunity to read from the teaching of Arthur Pink but he was a gifted teacher who gave forth the riches of God’s Word.  In His gleanings from Genesis he spoke of the two trees in the garden and shared truth that has been with me for years, truths that I would like to share with you.

1. The first tree was pleasant to the eyes; it appeared to be delightfully beautiful and was therefore used by the enemy to draw man into its grasp.  The second tree however was repulsive, not a tree that we would be attracted to, for it spoke of death and darkness.

2. God forbade man to eat from the first tree, for God knew that it would bring forth destruction and death and prevent man from having fellowship with God.  The second tree however, the cross was where God said:  “Come all ye that weary and heavy laden, come, taste and see that the Lord is good.  All things are ready, come.

3. Because God forbade man to eat, Satan used every tool and temptation he could think of to cause man to eat. On the other hand he works today with every temptation he has to keep man from eating from the second tree, the cross. As the enemy worked to cause man to see the first tree as delightful, good and able to satisfy and make him wise, he now works to cause everyone to believe that the second tree is a restriction, dissatisfaction and a foolish thing to accept.

4. The eating of the first tree brought sin and death, “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” The eating of and the continual feeding upon the second tree, the Tree of Life, the cross, however brought life.

5.
When Adam ate from the first tree, it caused him to be cast out of paradise; he could no longer dwell in the garden of delight. When however, the thief upon the cross, asked him to remember him, the Savior said: “Today thou shalt be with me in paradise.”

6. It is here that Arthur Pink reminds us that to take from the tree in the garden when you were told not to makes you a thief, and that it was a special spiritual message for Christ to be crucified between two thieves and to have one of them receive forgiveness. All of us who are thieves from feeding from wrong tree can also receive forgiveness through the work of the cross.
As there were differences between the two trees, so also was there sameness and it is this sameness that also gives forth-rich spiritual truth.

1. Both the first tree and the second tree were planted in a garden as seen in Genesis 2:9 and then also in John 19:41 “Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden.”

2. Remember the Tree in the garden?  It was good for food; is not the cross, the Tree of life good for food?  Where can you and I find better food for our hearts then from the work of the cross?  It was pleasant to the eyes; to those who have the eyes of faith the cross is always pleasant, to the world it may not be attractive but to us His children it certainly is. It was also a Tree to be desired to make one wise, and most certainly this is the truth concerning the cross of Christ.  Christ alone is the wisdom of God, and you and I can only meet Him through the work of the His cross.
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