“Thorns, Thistles and the sharpness of sin”
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Life is not easy; in fact it is most difficult.  To live in this life is to experience many painful situations.  No one can live in this life without being pierced by thorns and thistles. Any preacher who implies that becoming a Christian will prevent you from having thorns in your life would not be giving to you the truth.  Life is full of thorns, for Christians and non-Christians.


Genesis 3:14-19 shares with us some very important consequences that came as a result of man’s fall in the garden, consequences that not only came into the earth but also into the life of man.



“So the Lord said to the serpent, because you have done this, cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life, and I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.  To the woman he said, I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.  To Adam he said, because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you; you must not eat of it. Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat these plants of the field, by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken.”

There can be no doubt about the consequences of sin to this earth as well as to man.  The woman will experience pain, the earth will produce thorns and thistles and man will experience sweat from the work that he does.

Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you.  Thorns are that which pricks us bringing about pain in our lives.  The pain of life is the result of sin coming into the world. Thistles are those things that go into a person’s body, piercing them and bringing serious pain.

The result of sin was painful thorns and thistles coming into the world.  Whatever they are they are painful, they are in the world and they affect everyone.  These thorns just are, they come to us, and we don’t have to go to them.  Non-Christians experience thorns, Christians experience thorns, for life simply is full of those things that pierce us and bring damage.


There are also thorns that we bring into our lives that are beyond the basic thorns of life.  Many non-Christians and yes, Christians as well have terrible thorns in their lives because of the things they have done, decisions they have made, directions they have taken, people they have become one with, and worldly things that they have tolerated. Therefore, we must always be on our guard, always alert for the thorns of life as well as the thorns that we have brought into our lives.


We must not forget the thorns in Mark 4:7; 18-19 for those are the thorns that are choking our spiritual lives.




“Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.”

V.18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; V.19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.”

Here we are given some of the things that the Lord says are the thorns that choke out the work of the Word in our lives; they are:

1. Cares or worries of this life.

2. Deceitfulness of riches.

3. Desires of other things.

There are things that we might not even consider to be thorns but rather just life.  The Lord however, sees them as thorns that will choke our spiritual development.

The basic worries of life the deceitfulness of this world’s wealth and the lust that we have for the things of the world are things that the Lord says are thorns, and thorns have the ability to choke the Word from our lives and therefore destroy our spiritual growth.


Keeping the spiritual damage of thorns on our mind let us turn to Jeremiah 4:3 where we read:  “Break up your follow ground and do not sow among thorns.”  Thorns are bad and they are always waiting to do bad things in the lives of people.  Thorns just come as a result of sin as well as Satan’s working as he is always desirous to choke spiritual things from our lives.

A wise shepherd who wants to sow the seed of God’s Word and have it bear fruit

Is a shepherd who will work at breaking up the fallow ground, or the fallow hearts of those whom he wants to minister too.  He will work to clear the rocks, weeds and thorns from the lives of people.  When you stop to think about it, isn’t this what causes most of the difficulty in a shepherd’s work?  Working to get out the rocks, weeds, and thorns is what aggravates most people about the work of a pastor.  It is the negative and painful side of ministry, and yet it is what has to be done in order that genuine spiritual fruit may take place.


Do you remember Proverbs 22:5?  “Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; he who guard his soul will be far from them.”

Thorns and snares are a very real part of wicked peoples lives and in regard to them it would be wise for us to guard our souls and be far from. Whatever are thorns and snares to you in the lives of others, they are something that you need to stay far from.


Proverbs 24:30-34 also gives light to this particular issue and therefore is quite important to carefully look at:




“I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins, I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I saw; a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.”

Everyone has a field they are responsible for: A job, a family, a place of service, a particular ministry, or maybe even our personal life.  If however, we are lazy, if we don’t take care of our field, or our vineyard, if we are void of spiritual understanding as to how to take care of it, it will become overgrown with thorns, and overgrown with weeds.  Therefore, we must be alert, we must be on our guard less important things in our lives be taken over by weeds, thorns and such that even choke out our ministries.  Notice please because of the lack the stonewall has been allowed to become a ruin, and it is all the result of spiritual laziness.

As Christians we must be on our guard for our personal spiritual lives, the lives of others and the ministry that the Lord has given to us so that the thorns will not be allowed to devastate what the Lord desires in our lives.


The book of Numbers where it speaks of Israel and its need of driving out the enemy in order to gain the Promised Land have important truth for us:



Numbers 33:55 “But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell.”

What important truth is here before us?  If we are going to progress, if we are going to move forward into deeper and richer truth, if we are going to mature, there will be enemies that will need to be driven out, things from our lives that must go. If they are allowed to remain, they will be irritants to our eyes and thorns to our sides and thus will we ever be hindered from growing in the deepness and richness of Christ, Joshua 23:12.


Thorns are such painful and hurtful things that pierce our lives and bring such painful infection when allowed to remain.

This is one of the problems with thorns for there are many who have thorns in their lives that they have carried for years, thorns that have been a source of infection and pain that have hindered them spiritually, taken away their strength and their joy.  Someone is needed to assist those of us who have thorns in our lives, sure the Lord can take out the thorn, but there are times when someone who we love and trust, someone who has discernment must be allowed under the direction of the Holy Spirit to remove our thorns by counsel, love and prayer.


What is the source of the removal of all thorns?  If thorns came to us in the garden as a direct result of sin, what is the answer to their removal?  For this answer we go to one of the most precious passages that we have, a passage that is found in Mark 15:17 for there we read:  “They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him.”

How blessed is this? How wonderful that what they made to mock Him, our Heavenly Father used to reveal to us one of the most wonderful truths of His Word to us.  When the placed this twisted crown upon His head it certainly was to remind us that by the sin in the garden came thorns, but also by the work of the cross, the thorns have been removed. What a lovely Savior we have, by sin came thorns, but by the cross they have been removed.  Let us rest and rely upon His work in our behalf.  May we each learn to bring our thorns to Him, the place of the cross that there we might find relief.


In closing allow me to touch on a truth that is important to understand.  Thorns, thistles and sweat are the result of God’s curse upon the land and therefore make clear that forever more man will have difficulty when it comes to providing for his needs. Thorns, thistles and sweat are what we all will experience from our work.  Before the fall there was work for Adam but after the fall working brought thorns, thistles and sweat.  Knowing this, why do we not realize that no matter where we work there will always be thorns, thistles and sweat?  Work is always a place where there are prickly things that make life difficult for us and it is simply a result of man’s fall and sin that has entered the world.  Again, let us all carefully bring the thorns of work unto Him and His cross. 

