“Thorny People or Piercing Persons”
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This lesson is designed to parallel our lesson that we presented on thorns and thistles.  As we learned in this lesson the fall of man in the garden brought forth thorns and thistles into our world.  We cannot live without experiencing the thorns of life.  The problem with many is that because of wrong decisions, directions, things they have allowed into their lives and relationships they have unnecessary thorns that are piercing their lives and destroying them spiritually.


In this lesson I would like to continue this theme by expressing to you that there are people who themselves are thorns.  They are prickly people who poke, jab, thrust, pierce and wound other people.


A piercing is very painful; when you have been pierced you immediately know it, for its pain hurts you deeply.  We all have the ability to pierce other people; we all know what it is like to be pierced. We can pierce and we can be pierced.  There are some people however, that chronically pierce.  Though all of these people should be outside of the Church there are still many within the Church and it should not be.  We have to work with them, go to school with them and deal with them in life but the one place we do not expect to see them is in the Body of Christ.  Gathering together in fellowship ought to be the sweetest, gentlest and safest place in this world. 


When it comes to a thorn it only takes one to be a very serious problem to the whole Body: Our physical body as well as the Body of Christ.  When you are a thorn you just stick out like a sore thumb. Everyone knows who you are, because you are always causing a problem and upsetting everyone.  This individual is the one who argues, who has to have their own way, is always opinioned and has no difficulty in hurting others with their thorny tongue.

This person is at work, within families, in organizations as well as the Church.  We find them everywhere and they are always upsetting and hurting people.

The wonderful thing for us each to remember is that if we have been a thorn, or we have friends who are thorns, through Christ it can be forgiven and our lives can be so changed that where we once pierced people we can now cushion them. Some of the Lord’s children have attached themselves to thorny people in such a way they cannot detach themselves so that for a lifetime they have a thorn that hurts and creates pain.


If we have the ability to always be a thorn we need help, because people will not like us.  We will sir up trouble, inflict wounds and destroy relationships between people.  We need to run to the Lord for forgiveness. If we are a person who has a thorn in our life we had better get it out, anoint it so that it does not bring infection and bring damage not only to us but the whole Body. If we are a thorn we need to confess it, and if a thorn is in our life we need to come to Him for healing.


Proverbs 12:18 reads: “There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, but the tongue of the wise promotes health.”

There are two kinds of people seen here: A person who pierces, cuts stabs and wounds and a person who heals.  The piercing person is able to bring so much hurt into the lives of others by his cutting words and actions, while the other individual brings healing and comfort.  I think when we look closely at individuals we would agree that there are those who naturally bring hurt while their others who just naturally bring comfort.


As Christians we should naturally expect to experience thorny people, after all look at what we read in Song of Songs 2:2 “Like a lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.”

No flower seems more beautiful. Gentle and sweeter than the lily and as far as the Lord is concerned, His children are lilies in the world of thorns.  How precious and beautiful must the Lord’s children be to Him when they are compared to all the worldly and thorny people?  How wonderful this is when we realize that among those in the world we are to be likened to a sweet, gentle and beautiful flower.


These thoughts on piercing are far more serious than any of us ever think.  Piercing, wounding, inflicting damage to other people is a work of the enemy and should have no part in our lives and should never be seen within the Church.


Psalm 57:4-7 is David’s view of what it is like to have piercing people who want to pierce you:  “My soul is among lions; I lie among the sons of men who are set on fire, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword.  Be exalted, O God, above all the earth.  They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down; they have dug a pit before me; in the midst of it they themselves have fallen.  My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast I will sing and give praise.”

Notice how David realized this was an experience of his soul, how it affected his soul, but deep within him, in his heart he will be steadfast for he will give praise unto God.


As we close this lesson we must remember that the source of a lot of today’s piercing is not only found in the original fall of man and the curse that resulted but also in Satan Himself.  Therefore, we must be careful to bind up Satan and His fiery darts in the name and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All to often as Christians we only see people or situations without seeing evil forces behind those people and situations.  Let us each rebuke the enemy and to realize that the source of our problem may be a spiritual attack.


Finally, we need to remember that for all the piercings from people, from  sin and from life itself, that Christ our Savior was pierced also, that He was pierced that through Him we might find healing.

And because of this I leave you with the following verses:

Psalm 22:16 “For dogs have surrounded me; the congregation of the wicked has enclosed me.  They pierced my hands and my feet…”

John 19:34 “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”

Revelation 1:7  “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.”


Being pierced by people is very painful, but do we ever pause to realize that quite literally our Savior was pierced?  He was pierced in our behalf; He experienced pain, difficulty, suffering and death that in the midst of all piercing we might find the healing of the cross.  Let us each come to Him for the healing, peace and comfort from the pain of life as well the pain that comes from others.
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