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As we pointed out last week Satan is involved in building a world, while God through His Son is building a Kingdom.  The world is temporary and is passing away, while the kingdom is everlasting.

Believers have been chosen and delivered out of the world and therefore are not to be attached to all this world offers.  Even though we live in the world we are not a part of the world as stated by Christ Himself.

We saw in our previous lesson that according to Matthew 4:8-9 and Luke 4:5-7 Satan has been given authority over the world.  As believers we may not understand it but it is biblical and a part of the plan of God.

As I continue this lesson this morning I want to address this problem of Satan having been given authority over this world; When was he granted this authority what will he do with it and why did the Father grant it to him?

Turn with me to Ezekiel 28 where all solid Bible scholars believe we are given a glimpse of Lucifer in all his glory before he fell and was cast from heaven.

V.13 “Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou was created.”

Note please that Lucifer is here seen even in the Garden of Eden before man and before the fall.  He was so beautiful that only the most gorgeous stones can express his covering. It is here that we receive an understanding of his musical ability for here we see the workmanship of his tabrets and pipes, musical instruments to be used in the praise of God Almighty.

V.14 “Thou are the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. V.15 Thou are perfect in thy ways from the day that thou was created, till iniquity was found in thee.”

Lucifer was the anointed cherub a high and exalted position was his, and his ability in regard to music before the throne was beautiful beyond our understanding.   He had an ability that he still maintains as he uses the music of this world to draw young people unto himself. It is passages like this that convince Bible scholars to express the power, the control and authority that Lucifer had and still maintains in this world of ours.

Verses 1-2 and 17 however make it clear as to why Lucifer fell and lost his position, but without losing some of the original authority that God gave to him.

Now let us look at Isaiah chapter 14:16-17 “They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the world as a Wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?”

Who knows all that is implied here?  I happen to believe that it may not only look into the future but that it looks back into a time frame and a happening that you and I cannot comprehend.  I happen to believe that it not only speaks of Lucifer but that it also may speak of the future and the antichrist’s work in the latter days.  Please, note however that he is able to make the earth tremble and to shake the worldly kingdoms, that he was able to make the world a wilderness and even destroy cities.  Therefore, no matter how limited our light and understanding we can see that the enemy is given a powerful authority.

His authority will not last for as this world is passing away and so is the enemy, he may seem to have victory for a while but his victory will never be for eternity.  As we read in verse 12 “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning? How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations V.12 for thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north; V.14 I will ascend, above the height of the clouds; I will be like the most high. V.15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. V.16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms.” The name Lucifer is the name Day Star in Latin, and though he did weaken the nations and cause the earth and kingdoms to shake he will be taken to hell.

How does such a glorious angelic being become what he became?

Pride was the beginning of it all he believed he was beautiful and therefore he exalted himself above God and placed himself into the position of God as one that should be worshipped.

This has not changed, for Lucifer who is now referred to as the Devil, as Satan, and as the Enemy still exalts himself above God and therefore is building a world where he will be worshipped rather than God.

When did he begin to build this worldly system?  Though he may have begun in ways that we cannot perceive and in times before we can comprehend certainly his worldly kingdom began to be built with Adam and Eve in the third chapter of Genesis.

We will continue to look at this series and what the Word has to say concerning the world and our attachment to it but before we do I want to take you to the thirteenth chapter of Revelation where even in the latter days we see that Satan through his use of the antichrist will continue to bring the whole world unto himself.

You see, though is plan began thousands of years ago it will come to its height in Revelation 13 where Satan sets his son, the antichrist in the position of world leader.

Here we see the dragon  - the beast and the false prophet coming together as a false Father, a false Son and a false Holy Spirit as Satan works to deceive the world into thinking that he is the true.

Now, I will not thoroughly teach this today but a careful study of it is vital in these latter days, but what I want you to see is that those who are deceived here are those who are attached to the world.

V.4

V.12

v.7

V.14

Believers who have been brought out of this world and been brought into the kingdom of Christ are not those who will be deceived, for the children of God are those who have discernment and will clearly see the devises of the enemy.  Therefore, rejoice children, rest in Him and take comfort that as you have been given the anointing of His Spirit and the depth of His Word you will not be deceived.

