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After receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, We have been placed into the body of Christ, therefore we are one, according to I Corinthians 12:13.  “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

To often we hear the question:  What Church do you go to?  Pointing out the fact that today’s believers simply do not understand the church as being the body of Christ. Today we have divided ourselves into denominations and particular churches allowing ourselves to become separated and dispersed from one another.  We are not separate churches, we are one church and that church is the body of Christ.

Oneness between believers is not something we need to try and gain it is something we have – it is an automatic work of the Holy Spirit and no striving about between men and their minds will bring oneness.  God makes us one, but Satan continuously works to separate and divide us. Therefore, we must always be on guard to watch for how Satan might work to divide and separate the body of believers.

To assist us in understanding this Paul has given to us a wonderful illustration in I Corinthians chapter 12 where he relates our oneness as believers with the oneness of our body parts.

V.12 “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ.”

We are not one member but many members, we are not one part but many parts that make up one body.  We can only be complete as we come together and rest in that one body.  No one person is complete in himself; the Holy Spirit must attach him to others.

You can never say, I am complete and remain unattached to the body, what makes us complete is that we are united one with another and therefore are complete.

You cannot say that you are not part of the body, you cannot say that you have no need of the body, you cannot say I will just worship God alone in my own home.  You cannot detach yourself from the body, it would just not be normal and yet there are thousands today who have detached or at least tried to detach themselves from the church and go no where and have no oneness between themselves and the body.

If you separate yourself from the body you have no supply of life and strength, separating from the body of Christ is like a hand separating from its body and there could be no supply, no blood, no nourishment and death would follow.

If you separate yourself from the body you cannot serve the Lord, for you would have no assistance to do any work, and you would have no direction from the head, from the brain that coordinates all work.

You would simply be in rebellion without life, supply, help and direction and would soon meet with spiritual death.

Separating from the body is not normal; moving from place to place within the body is dangerous and can affect the over all work of God.

Imagine a hand of its own accord separating from its body?  Imagine a leg of its own accord separating from its body?  It would just not be normal, and as far as God is concerned it could never be normal in a spiritual sense. Believers are not of their own free will and decision supposed to separate from where God has placed them.  Doing so creates serious problems:  Number one it makes that body handicapped and a handicapped body just cannot do what the Lord desires for it to do.  When someone just ups and leaves the body where they have been placed the whole body suffers.  Secondly, that member who just ups and leaves does irreparable damage to himself or herself. They have cut themselves off from the Lord’s direction, they have cut themselves off from the assistance, from other body parts that they need and they have lost their spiritual supply that flows from the head throughout the whole body.

Having a controversy with a member of the body is like having a controversy between two hands, or between a leg and a hand or and eye and nose, or perhaps between an ear and an eye.  It is just crazy and it makes no sense, for our bodies naturally love, care for and work with one another to do what ever the head leads them to do. Now as far as Paul is concerned, and as far as God is concerned it would be just as foolish and crazy from two members of Christ’s body to have a controversy with one another.  It just does not make any sense, after all we are one, we are attached together by the Holy Spirit and therefore, loving one another and working with one another is natural.

With all of this it is possible because of a serious spiritual concern of a believer that the body might have to put an individual out of the fellowship – sort of out of the body – and this makes them very vulnerable to the enemy and therefore, the whole purpose is that they will take care of things and be restored back into the body, literally being placed back into joint as Galatians 6:1 speaks of.  However, there are also other times when a particular individual out of their own decision and choice decides to remove themselves, and therefore place themselves out of joint, and these individuals are in need of serious prayer and loving assistance, for whether they realize it or not they have made themselves vulnerable to the enemy for there is always safety, protection, supply, assistance and direction when we are securely within the body.

Part II

In I Corinthians 10:17 we read:  “For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.”

There is just no getting around it, we cannot deny it, we are one, and here we are told that we are one bread and one body.  A passage that is dealing with communion and how that when we come together to partake of communion we are to be reminded that we are one with the whole body everywhere in the whole world.

Again as we remember last week’s lesson according to I Corinthians 12:12 we are one body, for there we read:  “for as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many are one body: so also is Christ.”

Once again I remind you; together you and I make up the body of Christ, though we may be separate individuals together we are one and because we are, oneness is what we are to rest in and enjoy.  Being one is not something we work to obtain, it is something we have and therefore something we rest in.

One of the neat things about being a part of the body is that according to I Corinthians 12:18 we read: “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.”

God makes no mistakes, and knows exactly what He desires to do in forming the body of His Son and He therefore has set the members every one of them, not just some or certain but every one of them in the body as it pleased Him.  Therefore, where we are is where God desires us to be.  This is such an important truth that so many of the Lord’s children do not know or simply ignore – when it comes to being where we should be, each one of us are to prayerfully be sensitive to where He desires and then to rest there, and not to remove ourselves, for only the Father can remove us and place us where He desires to bring about His plan and His work. Being where He desires is always the most restful and protective place we can be.

Because of what the Lord has done in placing us in the body in I Corinthians 12:20 we read:  “But now are they many members, yet but one body, and the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.”

Some believers are just not what they are supposed to be when it comes to fellow body members; they seem to think that they can love certain members without loving others, they think certain members are important, necessary and so they want to be close to them, while others they have no place for, they do not want to fellowship with them, nor be close to them, they do not want to talk with them.  This is not right Biblically and they must allow the Spirit to reveal to them that we have need of each other, because we are the body of Christ.

Since we are one body composed of many parts we together have only one head and that head is the Lord Jesus Christ. As we rest in our oneness and allow our head to lead us in harmony and unity we will be a part of the working of His Kingdom.  How blessed this is and how it creates a oneness throughout the body as together each member receives from the head.  Listening to the head brings unity while listening to particular members brings disunity.  May the Lord be gracious to us all and help us to learn to listen to His Son.  

