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When it comes to Jeremiah 23 the wise student of the scriptures should compare it with Ezekiel 34. When you come to these passages you need to realize Jeremiah is speaking of the problems with the shepherds before the Babylonian captivity while Ezekiel is dealing with the shepherds during and at the end of the captivity. From this we must conclude that shepherds who are not spiritual just never seem to learn what the Lord is trying to teach them, no matter what they experience nothing seems to change if they do not have a heart for God.  Jeremiah is our older more mature prophet of God and no doubt was a teacher that Ezekiel in his youth must have learned from.  Jeremiah lived to see the captivity but it was Ezekiel who ministered the word during the captivity.


I have divided this lesson into two parts:  First the type of things these unspiritual leaders did and secondly, God’s dealings with them, because of what they did.


At first glance it is clear that these men cannot be Spirit filled men; their ministry is bringing forth the very opposite of what God desires.  Rather than bringing life to the sheep they are bringing death and destruction.  A spiritual shepherd will bring forth life and fruitfulness, not death and destruction.

Rather than bringing these sheep together in harmony and unity, these shepherds were scattering the sheep and dividing them.  How careful we must be not to have the kind of ministry these shepherds do not have, nor to tolerate shepherds who would have this kind of ministry.

V. 1 “Woe unto the shepherds that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! Saith the Lord.”

No matter which you express first these pastors are scattering and destroying sheep.  When you scatter them you destroy them.  Harsh words are used here as the word “destroy” means to “cause them to wander away” while “scattering” means to “dash to pieces.” To “break,” To disperse,” to “drive.”

It would appear that these pastors know what they are doing, but perhaps they are so deceived they do not even know what they are doing.

V.2 “Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people, ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them:  behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doing, saith the Lord.”

Please notice that the Lord is against these pastors; How can you have a ministry that is of the Lord and spiritually profitable if the Lord is against you?  

Again, we see what they do:  They scatter, they drive and then they do not even visit.  These pastors actually worked at driving away these sheep, it was not by accident it was intentional.  After they scattered and drove them away they would not even visit them. The word visit could mean anything such as visiting for hostile reasons, or for friendly reasons, but most certainly pastors should always visit for good reasons to assist in the spiritual direction of the sheep.

There are two things important to notice here:  1.They are the people of the Lord.

2.  The pastors were feeding them, but they were being fed poison, and corrupted food.  It is important to point out that in Jeremiah 23 the pastors were feeding the sheep while in Ezekiel 34 they were not feeding the sheep, but feeding themselves.  Please note, that though these pastors will not visit the sheep, the Lord will visit these pastors, and believe me they are not going to like it when He does.

V.11 “For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the Lord.”

As God evaluates the spiritual condition of these men, He says that they are profane, meaning that they are corrupt, a word that implies defilement, and pollution.  Now when we remember that we just learned they were feeding the sheep it is easy to learn what it is the sheep are getting, they are receiving corruption, defilement and pollution.  What an ugly and putrid ministry this is!

V.13 would certainly clarify that they cannot be spiritual pastors or prophets at all for they are not even giving messages from God.  “And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err.”

God says that He has seen a foolish and an absurd thing, a thing that the International calls a repulsive thing and that is that His prophets have given out messages from Baal, a false god. Imagine, men who are in positions of leadership over the children of God giving out messages that are from a false god?  Don’t be deceived my friends, there are men even today who are giving out messages that are not from God but from the enemy and his spirits and just like in this passage they are causing His children to err. Again, this idea of err is a word that means to cause them to wander, to be deceived, to be seduced and to go astray.

V.14 “ I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem a horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies; they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all to me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.”  Now there is a horrible thing that God sees and that is that these pastors commit adultery, now without question this could be the actual act, and maybe with some it is, but within the context of the passage with giving such false messages I am sure the primary concern is spiritual adultery in that their ministry is taking people from the true God to a false god. Of course they walk in lies, their whole ministry is a lie, their whole ministry takes them from the truth of God to the falseness of Baal.  Lastly, in this passage we see something that is no doubt a big problem today and that is that these pastors strengthen the hands of evil doers, and the way they do this is by not pointing out to them their sin, but rather allowing them to live in their sin, compromising their sin, and lovingly accepting them without bringing them to repentance and conviction, thus the end result is that they do not return from their wickedness it just grows worse and worse.

V.16 “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you; they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.”

If what the Lord says here was true for Israel it most certainly must also be true to us today.  We are not to hearken, nor take head to men who bring us false messages that make us vain, or rather lead us astray.  

These men speak out of there own visions from their own hearts and do not give messages that come from God. It is possible that this word vain could also imply emptiness, Hosea 12:1; Jeremiah 5:13 and Jeremiah 22:22.

V. 17 “They say still unto them that despise me, the Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, no evil shall come upon you.”

They continually say to those that despise the Lord, that the Lord says, you will have peace.  Notice, that to those who despise the Lord the pastors are telling them they will have peace. To those who walk after their own twisted, or obstinate heart they say, no evil shall come upon you.

Now, I should not have to share with you that this is the very type of preaching that is taking place today, for men are giving to sheep a message of hope, of prosperity, and peace when they need to hear a message of repentance.

V.25 “I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. V. 26 How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? Yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;”

Men ministering out of their dreams are never a message from God; these dreams are from the hearts and minds of men, not from God.  These dreams are lies and come from the deceit of their hearts.

It is an interesting word used here and has the idea of dumbness to it, ministering out of dumbness, and causing dumbness.  The Bible has a great deal to say concerning those who minister from their dreams rather than from the Word of God.

V.27 shares with us why these men do such things:  “Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbor, as their father have forgotten my name for Baal.”

As it was in these days of Israel before their bondage under Babylon so I believe are the days that we presently live in, I believe men will be so ministering to us out of their dreams rather than the Word that we will be set up for a coming deception that will give place to the antichrist.

V.28 “The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully.  What is the chaff to the wheat? Saith the Lord.” As we continue to see, dreams such as these shepherds are giving are not from God, they are simply dreams from the minds of men and they are empty nothings.  Go a head speak your dreams, while my shepherds give the Word for in this way any one with any discernment will discover that dreams are simply chaff, an outer shell, a stalk, while my Word will be the wheat the true grain, the food that will be spiritual and will therefore bring nourishment. There are many today who are ministering forth the chaff, the outer shell of nothingness, while there are some who are giving forth the wheat of God.  This is why, even though many go to Church and hear what they believe is a message are also leaving that church hungry and without any nourishment.  The sad part is that thousands of people all 

Over the world simply put up with it.

V.29 “Is not my word like as a fire?  Saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

Only God’s Word is a fire that burns into our hearts and lives, and only God’s Word is a hammer that is able to beat its truth into us and bring us into spiritual brokenness.

V.30 “Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words every one from his neighbor.”

Again, as we have seen before the Lord, Yahweh Himself is against these prophets, therefore how could they ever have any fruitful ministry?  These men not only obtain their messages from the false god Baal, but now we see they even steal their messages from others.  If you are of God concerning giving forth His Word, you will never have to obtain your messages from someone else, for you will receive them from the Lord. It has always made me chuckle when I see how many books there are available to give a pastor a message to preach, my friend if you are in need of a book to give you a message what are you doing calling yourself a preacher?

V.31”Behold I am against the prophets that use their tongues, and saith, He saith, V.32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness yet I sent them not, nor commanded them; therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord.”  Please note, that one of the things the Lord is upset over is that these prophets keep telling the people “He saith” they keep expressing that what they are giving is from God, but the problem is, it is not from God.  When someone has to tell you that what they are giving is from the Lord, perhaps it is not from Him. 

What they are giving are simply false dreams of man, so how dare they say: “thus saith the Lord.” These false dreams, these dreams of lies are causing the people of the Lord to err, or to go astray.

Note these prophets give forth lightness, or recklessness as some translations say.  What they give is not uniform and helpful but rather is it thrown together and confusing.

May also imply that what they give is not solid and deep but rather simple and insignificant.  

This should be understandable since we see they were not sent by God nor even commanded by Him to give forth this Word.  May God give His children the ability to see and understand today and assist them in rising up against the emptiness they are receiving?

Finally, we see, that these prophets will not profit the children of the Lord; Neat is it not for they are truly “Unprofitable Prophets.”

God’s dealings

When we began this study in verse two we saw that these pastors did not visit the sheep, and in that same passage the Lord made it clear that He would visit the pastors.  We must not be deceived no man can give forth-false messages and dreams as if they are from the Lord, without the Lord intervening.  There will come a day of visitation; you may not visit the sheep, but you can be sure I will visit you.

Notice the condition of the sheep in verse 4 where God seems to have compassion for them:  He expresses that they have been in fear and have been discouraged, as well as have been lacking in spiritual assistance.

Not only does God have strong feeling concerning what is going on but also does Jeremiah as we see in verse 9-10.

True shepherds always feel what God feels when it comes to His children.

V.12 “ Wherefore, their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them in their visitation, saith the Lord.”

It is one thing to have to walk upon a slippery path, but it is another to walk on a slippery path in darkness, but for these men that is exactly what is taking place, God will drive them on slippery paths in the darkness and they will fall.  There is a day of reckoning coming and it the day of visitation.

V.15 “Therefore, thus saith the Lord, of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.”

You have been feeding the children falseness and emptiness, you have been feeding them the chaff, so now I will feed you wormwood and gall, I will feed you the bitterness of judgment.

V.18 “For who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard his word?  Who hath marked his word, and heard it?”  These shepherds were simply not standing before the Lord to receive His counsel, to hear, perceive and understand His Word. Therefore: V.19 “Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury even a grievous whirlwind; it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked.” Guess what is coming?  A hurricane is coming upon the wicked.

V.22 “But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings”

God makes it clear that only if they had turned from their evil and turned toward Him for counsel they could have given to His people His Word and could have turned them from their evil way.

As far as God is concerned the whole answer to the problem of shepherds is given to us in verses 5-8 for it is here that we are shown He will give to us a true shepherd, who alone will do what no earthly shepherd can do, and that of course is His prediction of Christ.

Verses 35-40 are most precious and are worthy of our time.
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