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As you will remember, a couple of weeks ago I gave a message concerning the need of watching, waiting, and praying.  This lesson is in keeping with that theme.  We are, I believe in the latter days of time, and because we are we certainly don’t want to be kept off guard concerning any happening.

We must be aware of the enemy’s tricks to deceive us, to catch us off guard and to destroy our spiritual lives.  We must realize that anything he can do to keep us from growing spiritually, he will do.  We must also realize that he does not want us to be ready for the return of Christ, therefore he will work to keep us blind, and unaware of Christ’s return.  All Christians, everywhere today should be planning their lives based upon Christ’s return, rather than their retirement and death.

In the Old Testament times when you lived in a developed city, a wall as a means of protection would surround the city.  Today, of course we find protection in the Body of Christ and Christ Himself is our wall, our protection.

Upon that Old Testament wall would be dedicated men who were spoken of as watchmen.  These men were to look out for the over all protection of the city.

They were always looking for the approach of any enemy so that they could give out warning.  Today in the Church we need watchmen who ever look after the ministry.  Individuals who watch to make sure the message of truth is being preached, and that the Church is ever upon the foundation of Christ.  These individuals are ever watching for the attacks of the enemy.  They ever watch for infiltrators who might come in and damage the children of the Lord or the presentation of the Word.


Now not everyone in a ministry has to be a watchman, but we must have some.  I don’t believe you can be a shepherd without being a watchman.  You do not however have to be a shepherd to be a watchman. We certainly can have many more watchmen than we have shepherds and hopefully we will.  I happen to believe that even ladies can be watchmen who see the working of the enemy, and are able to express his approach.  Watchmen need the gift of discernment, the ability to know something is up – that something is wrong even before it comes – before others perceive of a problem. Watchmen are the first to know.

Obviously, watchmen today need to know how close we are to the return of Christ so that the Church will not be caught off guard, but that she will be prepared and ready.


All should know individuals in our ministry who are watchmen.  When an individual in our ministry has this gift and calling we should know in our hearts that they do, and we should be ready to receive what they have to express and warn.

Certainly, the need of a watchman is greatest in the dark and the night.  

We have a great deal of darkness today and we therefore are in great need of watchmen who can ever be watching less we be caught off guard.  We need watchmen who will walk the walls watching every aspect of our ministry, nation, and world for the approach of the enemy as well as the soon return of Christ.


What is it that a good watchman will need?  Well, with out question he needs a calling from God, a blessing from God and a spiritual discernment from the Spirit of God.

What kind of watchmen would we make if we could not see?  Yes, a watchman needs to be able to see.  He needs good eyes, eyes that can even see well in the darkest of days.  He must be able to see what is going on within and without the ministry.  Watchmen also need to be able to hear.  Hearing the approach of the enemy is essential to the protection of the city, of the Church body.  He must be able to hear the slightest approach of the enemy.  Along with this, our watchman will have to have a good and clear mind, a mind that has been set aside by God Himself for understanding all that is going on in our world. He will need a good mind not only to know what is going on but also what he can do.  Also a watchman will have to have the ability to express himself, to sound out that alarm and warning so that everyone will be able to understand.  He must be able to cry out when necessary so that everyone in the city will hear and know what to do.

Lastly, a good watchman is a person of prayer.  What is the good of staying up all night watching for the enemy if you are not ever rendering up prayer in behalf of the city for which you are responsible?


In Jeremiah 6:17 we are told that God appointed watchmen over Israel.  I guess if you are going to be a true watchman you will have to be appointed by God.  You cannot appoint yourself; others cannot appoint you.  No, you will simply have to be appointed by God for nothing else will give you authority.  Once God has appointed you and others do not recognize you, it will be a serious problem for them, not for you.  These watchmen were to blow their trumpets and the children were to listen – the only problem was that these children said, they were not going to listen.  Now that of course will be a ministry that is going to have serious problems.


Let us now turn to Ezekiel 3:17-19 to learn some additional truth concerning being a watchman:

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me.”

Again we learn that it is the Lord that makes us a watchman, and if He does not make as a watchman than we will not be able to do the job. The passage also clarifies that a watchman is to hear the word that the Lord speaks unto him, and when he does he must give out warning to the people.  Watchmen hear from the Lord and when they do they must give out the warning of the message they heard.

Continuing on we read:  “When I say to a wicked man, you will surely die, and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself.”


Wow! What responsibility is placed upon the watchman who is truly called and appointed by God? He must give out the message of warning that the Lord has given to him, because he is accountable for it.  It is never a matter of whether the individuals listen and repent of their sins; it is only a matter of having done what the Lord has asked the watchman to do.  As Paul said:  “Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.”  How important to have watchmen in these last days who will give out the message of Christ’s return so that God will reveal Himself as a God of grace, not willing that any should perish.


Now let us turn to our final passage that gives a serious view of Israel’s watchman and no doubt one reason why they had so many spiritual problems in their nation, as good spiritual watchman are a must for any nation.


Isaiah 56:10-12  “Israel’s watchmen are blind, they all lack knowledge; they are all mute dogs, they cannot bark; they lie around and dream, they love to sleep.  They are dogs with mighty appetites; they never have enough.  They are shepherds who lack understanding; they all turn to their own way, each seeks his own gain.  Come, each one cries, Let me get wine! Let us drink our fill of beer! And tomorrow will be like today, or even far better.”


How could you possibly have a healthy and safe city or ministry with watchmen like this?  When they should see, they are blind, and when they should be full of knowledge they lack knowledge.  When they should be like a barking dog that barks out warning of the approach of the enemy, they are mute, unable to give out warning.  When they should be alert and awake they lie around dreaming and sleeping.  What kind of watchman is this?  How can they possibly protect the people of God?  These men are full of craving, hungry for what this world offers, desirous to satisfy their own stomachs rather than desirous to serve God, men who want to be comfortable with the luxury of this world.  Note also that they lack understanding, not knowing what they should do.  These watchmen simply turned to their own way, seeking their own gain.  O! May God help us, if we are called to be watchmen to be good ones, to be spiritual ones who give ourselves to God in behalf of His children, disregarding our comfort and ourselves? Notice also that they even invite others to go the path they go by saying: “Come. Let me get wine, let us drink our fill of beer…after all tomorrow will be like today, even better.


Yes, having watchmen is so essential today, perhaps more essential than any time since time began, for today we live in the latter days, and we therefore need watchman who know the times we live in as well as the messages of God.

Let us pray for those who are watchmen and learn to submit to their discernment that all might go well for our ministries and that we will be prepared for the coming of the Lord.
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