“Why we need the Word”

Lesson I


This lesson is foundational and will be an overview of the importance and value of the Word of God. As we continue we will not only see what the Word is, and does but we will also learn how we can obtain more of its richness for our lives. It is meant to be a series that will encourage each of us to get into the Word of God and find spiritual profit when we do.


Though there may be some who are gifted by God to get into the Word and obtain deep spiritual truth and to give it out to others, it is the intention of God that all His children be able to enjoy the riches of His Word.

If you have been born of the Spirit you have the spiritual capacity to know understand and extract the deepness and richness of the Word.


Now before these lessons become deeper and more involved let us give a panoramic view of God’s Word and why we need to get into it on a daily basis. There are many wonderful truths that the Word of God gives to us concerning it and therefore they should be carefully considered.  

Hebrews 4:12, I John 1:1 and Philippians 2:16 make clear to us that the Word of God, that is the book that God has given to us as His letter and message is a living book.  You must understand that there is no human book like this book for this book has with it life.  

It is 2 Timothy 3:16 that expresses how this happened, for there we learn that all scripture is given by inspiration of God  - that is literally the breath of God, and is to be compared to giving man life for as God breathed into man’s nostrils and man became a living soul, so did the Word of God become living.  How do we express such richness?  Who knows? But when we pick up the Word we pick up the breath of God so that each time we can be touched and enriched and have our needs met and our questions answered. Not only is it living but also it gives to us life.

In Hebrew 4:12 we also learn that it is powerful, that it is able to divide between our spirits and our soul, that it is such a living book that it is able to discern our thought and intents of our heart.

Yes, the Word of God is living and in fact I Peter 1:23 points out that by it we are born again.  Let no one think we can bring people to the Lord and have an effective ministry without the Word in our Churches.  In the modern day church we are having more singing and less ministry of the Word and there will be results for we will have more religious people but less saved people.


When you read the Old Testament where passages are given that express the powerful preaching ministries of the prophets you will find that there was a special word of God given.  A prophet had to know specifically what God’s Word was, what God’s message was for His people and it was that Word that they gave.  The same I believe is true today; we need to know what is God’s Word or God’s message for ourselves and for His people on a particular occasion.  The difference today is that God allows man’s personality to come forth more than in the Old Testament and though He has a message for us He gives us more freedom in presenting that Word so that the personality or flavor of each man comes forth.  How careful we must be today, to know His Word and give that alone for in this way His children will be touched. This always is to be the priority of the one who brings the Word.


There is nothing in this entire world that compares with reading the Word of God.  Hebrews 1:3 tells us that the Word of God holds everything together. For Christ holds together all things by the word of His power.  Where would we be without the Word of God?  As the Lord said in Genesis one…”Let there be” and there was, simply by His Word.  So we learn that His Word is more that a set of words, it is living and it is creative for we read in 2 Peter 3:5…”By the Word of God the heavens were of old…”


Mark 13:31 reads:  “heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass away.”  While Psalm 119:89 reads: “Forever, O Lord, your word is settled in heaven If there is anything we have in this world that will never pass away, it is truly the Word of God.  The Word of God is more than a book, it is the words from God and they are established for all time. Just think, studying and learning the Word of God is the one thing that we can truly profit from for all eternity and not simply here upon the earth.


The Word of God is not simply life but it is also light, Psalm 119:130 read:  “The entrance of thy word gives light” Do you need light concerning what to do? Where to go?   Perhaps to make a decision?  Perhaps you need to know spiritual things or the things of eternity, than you can have the light of God’s Word.  Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” In a day and age that is dark as ours how could we go even one day without the light of the Lord’s Word?


Ephesians 6:17 lets us know that the Word of God is the sword of the spirit.  The Holy Spirit Himself is able to take the Word of God and use it to cut away at our lives to cut at anything in the spiritual realm that is evil and of the enemy.  Therefore, as we battle the evil forces of our day we must have the Word of God.


Romans 10:17 as you know is vital to our spiritual lives for here we read:  “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  We meet so many who simply express how they would like to have faith, but they just do not.  This verse lets us know that to read the Word and to hear it preached increases our faith.  No wonder there is such a lack of faith today, is it not because there is such a lack of reading the Word of God.


Ephesians 5:26 says that the washing of the Word of God, a process that you and I need daily as we walk in this world.  You cannot hope to stay clean in an unclean world without the daily use of God’s Word that washes and refreshers our spirits so that we are cleaned up and ready to fellowship and to serve Him.


As you will remember we said that the Word was living, even able to discern the thoughts of men.  It is beyond our comprehension and is able to be sent out by God to do more than we imagine and so in Isaiah 55:11 we read: “That his Word will not return unto him void but will accomplish what he pleases.”

Isn’t that marvelous, God’s Word when sent out by God accomplishes the desire of God.  Let us always be prayerful that we have the Word the Lord wants us to have and to send it out according to His leading and good purpose.


Amos 8:11-12 shares something with us that should be of grave concern for there we read:  “Behold the days are coming, says the Lord God, that I will send a famine on the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. They shall run to and fro seeking the word of the Lord, but shall not find it”

What can be sadder than this? What can be sadder than our Father cutting out the true ministry of His Word to a people?  Let us be prayerful that for us in our land the Father will not stop giving to us His Word for our needs, but that men of God will continue to give unto us, not their thoughts, stories, or visions but only the Word of God.


Is it any wonder that when we come to 2 Timothy 4:2 we read:  “Preach the word.”  No wonder we are told to preach the Word, for it is full of the power and presence of God, it is living and it produces life in those who hear it.  When it is sent out by God it accomplishes His desire for it alone brings us to Him, it alone produces faith in us and is able to keep us clean through a daily washing.  Do we now understand why no man with an attractive illustration, or tantalizing story from the pulpit will ever accomplish what the Word accomplished?  We must get away from our attractive and thought provoking stores to simply expounding the Word of God, and especially the Word that He has chosen for His people for a particular time.

