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If there was ever an important lesson for us, this is certainly it.  We live in a day when many preach and teach that you can be a part of this world and still be saved, that you can be saturated, and attracted to all this world offers and be a true child of God.  This is not a true Biblical view and we therefore need to understand what the Bible teaches concerning God’s view of the world.


Much of what I will be sharing with you in the next couple of weeks has been extracted from some very rich teaching from Brother Watchmen Nee’s book entitled: Love not the world.
When it comes to God’s view of the world the word used is the word kosmos and in the Bible it can be used to imply three different things about the world.

1. The material world, the physical planet that we live on as seen in Matthew 13:35, John 1:10 and Mark 16:15.

2. The inhabitants of the world as seen in John 3:16, John 17:20-21.

3. Finally the third use of world in scripture and the one that we are most concerned with, is what we will refer to as the world system, the system that contains everything under the control of Satan.

When God did His work of creation in the first chapter of Genesis, He did not create the world, what He created was the “Heavens and the earth.”  Initially, there was no world, as we know it today, for the world was not begun until the enemy in the work of the garden began it.  This is when the world system began that we are presenting here in this lesson.

A verse that is foundational to our study this morning is taken from John 18:36  “Jesus said, my kingdom is not of this world, if it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews, but now my kingdom is from another place.”

Here it made clear that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world, therefore we learn that we have what is called His kingdom and we have what is called the world.  Today, we are either a part of the kingdom or a part of the world, and when we become a part of His kingdom this world simply does not have an attraction for us any more.  Based upon this one statement we can truly know in our hearts whether we belong to Him or not.  Satan is building a world that is temporary and is against God, while Christ is building that which is everlasting and is for God.


Christ is the head of His kingdom while Satan is the head if his world as we see in the following verses:  John 14:30 “I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.”  Here we see that there is a prince of this world, and this prince, is of course, Satan.  Ephesians 2:2 expresses that he is the prince of the power of the air, so without question there is a terrible influence and control over this world that Satan has.

I John 5:19 “We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.”  Here it is quite clear that the whole world and all that it is, is under the control of the enemy.  How can we be a Christian and ever desire to be a part of this world?  We cannot allow ourselves to be attracted to, interested in or controlled by the world for the world system is controlled by the evil one.  

I John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world, The cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does comes not from the Father but from the world.”  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”

We, as Christians should not waste our time loving the world for the world and system and everything it is will pass away.  As a Christian you cannot love the world and love the Father, the two just do not go together.  Those who do not love the world system but follow the will of God are those that will live forever, and even the world will not go on forever.


When you and I were born we were born into the family of Adam and are forever in the fallen family, the worldly family until we receive Christ and are born again into the family of God.  We wonderfully by the Spirit are taken from the family of the world into the family of the kingdom.  We must get out of the world and into the kingdom of God for it is the only way to eternal life.  

This was the purpose of Christ as seen in Galatians 1:3-4 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age or world according to the will of God.”
There it is as clear as God can make it, Christ came to deliver, to rescue, to give us a way to escape the world, and yet many simply do not want to escape but want to enjoy all that this world provides.  How careful we must be to understand this important work of God in our lives and yield to His removing of us from all that is in the world. We think that people need to be saved from hell, but do we realize that the Biblical view is that people need to be saved from the world.  This is why no one who refers to themselves as Christians can still be a part of the world and to desire to be entertained by the world, it is simply not Biblical.


Certainly it is dangerous to be in a world that is controlled by Satan, that is passing away and that is under the judgment of God for in John 12 when the Savior is speaking of the coming cross and its significance we read in verse 31 “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.”  Why do we not want to be a part of this world?  This world is temporary and it is under the control of the enemy therefore we should desire in our hearts to come out from it and be separate.


As we continue our lesson let us remember that the world, that is the system behind all that we see is a system that is under the control and direction of the enemy it is therefore nothing that we as the Lord’s children can be content to be a part of.  Behind everything we see, behind all that tries to suck us in and consume us is the work of the enemy trying to over power us, draw us in and destroy our spiritual lives. We must ever be watchful for everything that you and I get into in this world, we must ever ask the question: “Is this of the world or is this of God?”  “Will this build up the kingdom of God, or will this build up the world system of Satan?”  “Will this build me up spiritually, or will it tear me down?”  We begin to be discerning, when we begin to be watchful there may be many things in our lives that will change, many things that may have to go.

As Watchmen Nee has said:  “The natural tendency of all things in this world is toward Satan and away from God.”  Things may begin in a solid, spiritual way, in a way that points people to Christ and builds up the body but over time, over a change of the initial leadership and foundation it can become something that is far more social, far more anti God then it was ever designed to be.

We may return to this thought a little later in our lesson as this is something that we can see in today’s society.


The world system that we have been teaching is a world system that is full of corruption and therefore a system that will corrupt all who attach themselves to it.  I Peter 1:3-4 shares rich light in regards to this idea, for we learn that we have been given divine power and everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him as well as great and precious promises so that we may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  Without question there is a corruption in this world a corruption that comes from our evil desires. This corruption here leads to destruction as a condemned man in a cell, therefore we certainly want nothing to do with the world system.

In a powerful and scary passage in second Peter there is also another verse that we need to dwell upon concerning men who wrongly preach, for in verse twenty we read: “If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it, and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning.”  Now here we see corruption, and the need not to be entangled in the world nor be overcome by it.

How many there are who are entangled and overcome by the world system today? How many there are who are intertwined in all that this world offers, so that they are actually overcome by it.

In James 1:27 in a passage that is telling us what pure religion is it tells us that we are to keep ourselves from being polluted or corrupted by the world. Therefore, we do learn from scripture that the world can corrupt us and it is our responsibility to ever be on our guard so that will not happen.  Sad that there are many who do not seem to know this but allow themselves to be corrupted by the world and take others right along with them.

In Titus 2:11-12 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all me. It teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions and to live self controlled upright and godly lives in this present age.”  There we have the clear message of the grace of God, and that is that we should say “no” to ungodliness and to worldly passions.


I Corinthians 2:12 helps us to see why we as Christians are to be very careful when it comes to the world for we read: “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand what God has freely given us.”  Now here we learn there is a spirit of the world and there is a spirit of God, we must know this, we must understand that behind the world that we see and are often tantalized by there is a spirit that controls and uses it.

This wonderfully goes with Ephesians 2 where we read:  “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sin, in which you used to live when you

 Followed the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.” Yes there is a spirit of the world and it is the evil spirit of Satan, there was a time when we walked according to this spirit, but now we are no longer to walk according to this spirit and we should therefore be careful not to allow this world and its spirit influence us.  Always remember as well, that because we have the Spirit of God we have understanding while those who are under the control of the world have no understanding.


Christ in the book of John 15:18-19 gives to us some important light for we read: “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first, If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you.”

Let us first learn from this passage that we have been chosen out of the world and therefore no longer belong to the world.  Today we are either of the world or we are of God. One of the purposes in bringing you and I to the Lord was to bring us out of the world.  Some Christians try to stay a part of the world in some deceived notion that they will help the world but the best way to help the world is to get out of it.  Our problem is, we want to be loved, it is a natural thing, but as we have learned here, the world is not to love us but to hate us. The world system that we have been talking about hates us and therefore we are always trying to get it to love us, but it will not happen as long as we have truly been chosen out of it.  The world and we just do not go together and if we do, something is seriously wrong.  Colossians 1:13 makes clear what God has done for us:  “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the son he loves.”

When God brought us out the world He brought us out of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of light, and because of this our attraction should be toward the light and no longer toward the darkness.

Let us turn to John chapter 17 where we find our Lord’s Prayer:  V.6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.”
Here as we have seen before we have been given unto the Son and taken out of the world.  We need to grasp this and we need to get a handle on it and apply it to our life, for we have been taken out of the world and given unto the Son.

In Verse 9 our Lord continues: “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.”  Do we ever realize that Christ does not pray for the world but prays for those who have been taken out of the world?  V.11 “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world; and I am coming to you, Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name.” Our Savior is no longer in the world but we sure are, we have to remain here and we have to live here, carrying on the work He desires and therefore, while we are here we will need His protection. V.14 “I have given them your word and the world has hated them for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.”  We might want to go, but even Christ did not pray for us to be taken, but rather that we be protected while we are here. V.16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it…As you have sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”
V.21 “May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. V.22 May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

V.25 “Righteous Father though the world does not know you, I know you and they know that you have sent me.” As simply as can be said, the world does not know Christ, but those who have come out of the world, do know Christ.


Let us continue our study of the world by turning to Romans 12:1-2

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, for this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer; to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is, his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

We often forget that God wants our bodies, something that we will not here dwell upon but which is important, for the Holy Spirit dwells in our bodies, and therefore we have a responsibility to take care of them and to keep them spiritually clean.

This simply is the normal and reasonable way for a Christian.  Along with this, we are not to conform with the world meaning we are not to pattern and fashion our lives after the world, Dr. Wuest in his translation says: “Don’t shape your life to meet the fleeting fashion of the world.” The world’s way is simply not to be our way, and we should not be trying to stay within its mold.  As I once heard preached:  “Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.”

“But be ye transformed” “Be ye changed” Spiritually changed inwardly from being a fleshy person to being a spiritual person. Remember, we are new creatures in Christ, old things are passed away and all things have become new. How are we transformed instead of being conformed to the world?  Well we need our minds renewed, which means that we need them renovated, so that we will be different and our thinking will be different.  When our minds are renewed we can think clearly and we can understand and see the darkness of the world.  The problem with so many believers is that they have given their hearts to the Lord but their minds to the world, and therefore, though they may have had a spiritual change they have not had a mental change and because of it they are still going by the world, rather than be the Spirit.  Being led in our minds by the world and the enemy who is in charge of its system will take us down a wrong and destructive path.

Notice the end result of this:  for then we will be able to test and approve what God’s will is, His good, pleasing, and perfect will.  Is it any wonder people have difficulty knowing and following the will of the Lord, they are led by the world and they do not have renewed minds.


Well, we all know we have to live in the world, we have to sometimes receive its education, its resources, it provision, protection and assistance, but how since we are believers do we find a right and proper position?  Are we truly to become hermits to the world?  Are we not to live in the world? Are we not to Function in the world?  Of course not, we must live here but we must not be attached to here, it is not the world we are attached to, we are attached to the kingdom, and so everything we own everything we involve ourselves with, is only a temporary thing and must not consume our lives.


My final verse that I would like to present brings us I believe to an important perspective concerning the world and the attitude believers are to have concerning their use of it.  

I Corinthians 7:31  “Those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them.  For this world in its present form is passing away.”

The context of this passage expresses that we are not to over use this world that we are not to use it to the point of taking our full satisfaction from it. Believers simply do not take their satisfaction from this world but like the planets that revolve around the sun, we ever revolve around Christ and His kingdom. Why?  “For this world in its present from is passing away.”  Not even that the world system will pass away but that even right now it is passing away.
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