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I think we need to be educated concerning the worshipping of God.  There may be a great deal that none of us understand concerning worship and therefore a Biblical lesson on such will be well worth our time.

I believe that in these latter days here in America especially we are off center concerning the desire of God.  Somehow over the years we have made a transition from a church service that centers more on man then on God. We now gather together to receive a blessing for ourselves, to be ministered unto, to receive something for ourselves from God.  We expect to get something for self, we expect to be strengthened, encouraged, and given prosperity and therefore we go to church.  This attitude however, is not a Biblical attitude that is pleasing to God. Sure, there is no doubt about it we can go to church and receive a blessing, we can be enriched, blessed, informed, strengthened and so on, but church is not about me and what I get it is about God and what He gets.


When we gather together we must never forget that it is about our giving glory and worship to our Heavenly Father, it is about giving praise and adoration unto Him for He is God and worthy of our praise. We attend church to lift up His name, not our name, we go there to sing praises unto Him, not to be heard, not to be lifted up and exalted for church is not about me, it is about my Heavenly Father.  I am afraid we are sadly missing the mark today for we have made our gathering together each week more about ourselves than about our Lord.


We can have teaching times, evangelistic times, gospel preaching times and sharing times, but we must never avoid nor ever miss the fact that it is always about worshipping time. It is not about man, it is not about me, for it is always about our Father.


Basically, when we are speaking about worship, what are we speaking about?  What does it mean to worship God? Biblically the word means to prostrate yourself before God, to bow down before Him, to stoop before Him, and finally to give reverence and yielded ness to Him.

The New Testament word for worship means to kiss, literally to lick the hand of the one you are giving worship, such as a dog might lick the hand of his master.

It is a work of praise, love and yielded ness.


It is important to share with you some statements that Watchmen Nee has made concerning worship for he expresses that worship is giving glory to God not only for what He is but also for what He does in our world and in our lives.  Worship is bowing before Him and submitting to His will and work in our lives.  A true worshipper offers praise and thanksgiving to God for everything he has done for us and given to us.

Brother Nee expresses that proud people cannot worship God for they do not submit and yield to God, everything they have they attribute to themselves and not God. Therefore, even if they physically attend a church service they will not be worshipping God.


Do you remember Abraham when he was asked to offer up his son on Mount Moriah?  In Genesis 22:5 we read: “He said to his servants, stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

Often we refer to the great faith that Abraham had in being willing to offer up his son to God, even taking his life if the Lord so demanded.  Do we however, mention the fact that when he spoke to the servants in regards to what he was going to do, he told them that he and the lad were going to worship the Lord?

Worshipping the Lord implies that you accept the Lord’s will as your will, that no matter what, you will yield, trust and worship Him, that His way is the best way for you.


Psalm 29:1-2 “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” The Psalms tells us that we should declare the glory of the Lord, that we should worship Him in the splendor of His holiness. Our God is a holy God who is creator of all things, and over all things and therefore all praise, glory and worship is to be extended unto Him.


Psalm 95:6 “Come let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” Here very clearly we see that bowing before the Lord and worshipping the Lord go hand in hand.  Let us kneel before Him, for He is our maker, He is our God and we are His people who like sheep are in His pasture and under His care. Therefore, we worship Him because he has created us, provided and cared for us, we are His sheep and He is our shepherd.


Psalm 96:8-9 “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.  Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.” Again we are to declare glory to His name, and glory that is due, we are to bring our offering into His courts, we are to worship Him and tremble before Him.  I do not believe that those of us who are safe in Christ are to be afraid of God but I do believe that we are to have a holy reverence before Him an attitude of trembling before God and His holiness.

Today, there is simply no holy reverence and fear before God that causes men to tremble, but it is I think a needed characteristic in these latter days.


In these latter days that we live in, things are not like they should be, but as we look into the word concerning man we see that he has never been quite what he should be when it comes to his attitude toward God and spiritual things.

Man has always had a tendency to worship something, and if he does not worship God he will most certainly worship something that is wrong and improper. When you carefully read the book of Revelation you will soon discover that in the latter days there will be a lot of worshipping going on but it will be a worshipping of Satan, of the antichrist and of evil spirits.


In Isaiah 2:8 we see a serious problem that most certainly exists in our day and age for here we read: “Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have made.” 

This sure continues to be a problem here in America in these latter days, for if ever there was a country that is full of idols a country that bows down to the work of its own hands it most certainly is us.  We have made and built much and rather than giving glory to God we have bowed down and worshiped the work of our own hands.  May God have mercy upon us and forgive us.


When Israel was to possess the land that God was giving to them, God was very careful as to what should be done and how they should live in the new land.  Deuteronomy 8:18-19 “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.”

Israel was not to forget God, all it had it had from God, they were warned not to worship or bow down to other false gods because if they did they would be destroyed.  Israel was God’s nation and God’s nation was to give glory and worship to God.

In Deuteronomy 11:16 “Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. V.17 Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the Lord is giving you.” Here again Israel is urged to be careful because if not they may be enticed to worship other false gods and the anger of the Lord will cause the ground not to produce fruit.  This was why Israel had to be careful to deal with all its enemies so they would not be there to entice them away from God and away from worshipping God.


When it comes to worshipping God we must realize that Satan does not want us to worship God but rather to worship him.  He lifts himself up above God and desires to draw men unto him so that he might be exalted above God and receive our worship.

This is why in Matthew 4:8-9 we read: Again the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. All this I will give you, he said, if you will bow down and worship me.” There it is as clear as it can be made, Satan wants to be worshipped, even by the Son of God, the Christ.

So when we are tempted to bow down to the things of this world, to the people of this world, or even to ourselves we need to realize that this is only Satan’s way of drawing us from God, to things and ultimately to Him.


We need to realize that the overall culmination of years, that the great finale is leading us to the basic conclusion as to who shall be worshipped?  Will it be the Son of God or will it be Satan Himself? This is the great spiritual warfare that is taking place throughout eternity, and we need to be sure of what side we are on.  Is it the holy, living God, or is it the false fallen angel, Satan Himself?


When you carefully search the book of Revelation you will see that worship in the latter days takes on a very serious status for there man will either be worshipping the Christ, or the antichrist.

Worship Christ

Revelation 4:10-11

Revelation 14:7

Revelation 15:4

Revelation 22:8-9

Worship the antichrist

Revelation 9:20-21

Revelation 13:14-15

Revelation 14:9-11

There is no question for as time passes it will be about worship, whether we worship the King of Kings or the enemy and his antichrist.  We must never forget that Philippians tells us that every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.


Yes, worship is vital and everyone, whether they realize it or not are worshipping something, but we must be careful not to worship the enemy but to always worship our God and His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.


When it comes to worship we must remember two important things:  We worship, praise, give thanks and adore Him because He is God, and because Christ is His Son and our Savior.  God is worthy of our worship just because He is, and really in this way all mankind should give worship unto Him.

We also as believers are to give worship and praise to Him for what He does in our lives, a worship that expresses your way is the best way, your will for my life is always the best will.  When He works in our lives, be it for good, or for discipline we are expected to give praise unto Him. As Watchman Nee has expressed: “I worship you and I worship your ways.”  Certainly, learning to worship the ways of God is very difficult for it requires us yielding to His will even when it is painful.


In Genesis 24 we see how Abraham called upon his servant to go back into the homeland to obtain a wife for his son Isaac.  When we carefully read the story and see how wonderfully God had led the servant and answered his prayer we see that in verse 26 the servant bowed down and worshiped the Lord.  Yes, when our Father answers our prayers we like this servant of Abraham should be careful to bow down before Him in worship and praise.


In Exodus 4 29-31 when Aaron had expressed to the Israelites how God had spoken to Moses and how God had shown to him signs that they believed and when they heard that the Lord was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshipped.  Here again, just knowing that God had seen their misery and was about to move to bring them out of Egypt caused the Israelites to bow down and worship God.  Even before God began the work they began to worship.


In Exodus 12 concerning the Passover when God was taking the lives of the Egyptians first born, but expressed how the angel of death would pass over them and spare their home, we see that in verse 27 The Israelites bowed down and worshiped.  Here again, even before God did the work they were bowing down before Him and giving praise for the work He would do.  How careful we need to be in our day and age to learn to bow down before God in thanksgiving, praise and worship not only for what He has done but what He is doing and will do.


In I Samuel chapter one we are given that precious story of Hannah and her heart’s desire for a male baby.  She wonderfully, and with her heart prays unto the Lord.  She expresses that if He will give her a child she will give him back to Him.  What a pure, proper and precious prayer, from a woman whose name means favoured one. Remember our study in James how we learned you have not because you ask not?  And then how when you ask you receive not because you ask for your own pleasure?  Here Hannah expresses, that if God gives this child to her she will give him back to God.  If all prayers were in this fashion would they not be answered? 

Notice that after her prayer in verse nineteen we see that she and her husband worshipped the Lord; they worshipped the Lord before the Lord answered their prayer.  Finally in verse 27 “I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him, so now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.  And he worshiped the Lord there.”

How we as parents need to see this passage, a child is prayed for a child is given and therefore the child is returned back unto the Lord for His care, blessing and will.  Afterwards we see that he, Samuel a name that means “heard of God” will forever worship the Lord.  Powerful passage, don’t you think?


2 Samuel 12 is a most sad passage of scripture a time that caused David’s sin to be exposed in a very public way.  Bath Sheba will have a son but as God expressed in verse 13-14 though David’s sin will be taken away the son will die.  After this in verse 16 David pleads with God for the child, he fasted and spent nights lying on the ground and not eating.  Our sins can so grieve our hearts, and sometimes even we like David might be prayerful that God would have mercy and somehow be able to use our sin, but He cannot.  Remember what happened with Abraham’s sin? Ishmael was allowed to live but look at the damage that even today remains with us, for he still is a terrible thorn to Israel.  After seven days however, the child died and the servants were afraid of what David might do.  He heard them speaking and asked if the child were dead?  They said yes, and in verse 20 we read: “Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotion and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own and at his request they served him food, and he ate.”

Having grieved over his sin as well as the loss of the child, when David knew God had spoken, the decision was made and he needed to accept it and go on with life; we see that David worshipped the Lord.  Worshipping the Lord sometimes means you accept God’s way for your life, and by bowing before Him and worshipping Him you express not my will but thine be done.


Finally in the first chapter of Job we learn again the importance and value of worshipping and bowing down before the Lord in acceptance of His way, work and will.  In verses 1-20 we are given the unbelievable tragedy that came into Job’s life.
He lost his oxen and his donkeys, and those servants who were watching over them were also lost as the result of the Sabean attack, immediately following this he learned that a fire had fallen from God that burned up the sheep and the servants watching over them, then he was also informed that he had lost his camels as well as the servants that watched over them.  Finally, he learned that a great wind had come and as his sons and daughters were feasting and drinking the four corners of the house were struck, it collapsed on them and they are dead.  What would any normal man do? Be he is a believer or a non-believer, what would he do? What would you and I do?

V.20 “At this Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.  Then he fell to the ground in worshipV.21 “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised. V.22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”

How precious is this?  What a lesson it teaches us concerning what it really means to worship God.  Worshipping, bowing down before God is not just praise for all He is, it is also an acceptance of what He allows in our lives.

This is true praise, praise for what and who He is and praise for all that He does.

This alone will cause the things we experience to be used of God to further our spiritual growth and development and keep us from growing bitter concerning the experiences of life. This alone is true praise unto God our Father.
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